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STATE OF NEW YORK

1549

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 15, 2019

Introduced by M of A ORTIZ BARRON, MDONOUGH -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
requiring additional |abels on certain mcrofiber clothing

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 37 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended

by adding a newtitle 9 to read as foll ows:
TITLE I X
SYNTHETI C PLASTI C M CROFI BER

Section 37-0901. Definitions.

37-0903. Mcrofiber clothing | abel requirenents.

37-0905. Preenption.

37-0907. Rules and regul ations.
8§ 37-0901. Definitions.

As used in this article: 1. "Clothing" neans an article of appare
intended to be worn by a person., not including hats or shoes.

2. "Plastic mcrofiber" neans a snmall synthetic particle that is
fibrous in shape, less than five mllineters in length, and is released
into water through the regular washing of textiles nmade from synthetic
material.

8 37-0903. Mcrofiber clothing |abel requirenents.
1. Beginning January first, two thousand twenty-one, no person, firm

partnership, association, limted liability conpany or corporation shal
manuf acture for sale any new clothing made fromfabric that i s conposed
of nore than fifty percent synthetic material, if a care |abel is

required for that clothing pursuant to part four hundred twenty-three of
title sixteen of the code of federal requlations, wthout including on
such care label, in addition to the care information and instructions
required pursuant to such federal law, one of the follow ng statenents,
as_applicable:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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a. For clothing for which machine washing or hand washing is recom
nended or required: "This garnent sheds plastic nicrofibers when washed.
Hand washi ng reconmended to reduce shedding."

b. For all other clothing that does not neet the description in para-
graph a of this subdivision or if including the statenent in paragraph a
of this subdivision would violate part four hundred twenty-three of
title sixteen of the code of federal regulations: "This garnent sheds
plastic mcrofibers when washed. "

2. Beqginning January first, two thousand twenty-one, no person, firm
partnership, association, linmted liability conpany or corporation shal
sell or offer for sale any new clothing nmde fromfabric that is
conposed of nore than fifty percent synthetic nmterial wthout a
conspicuous label that is visible to the consuner at the point of sale,
in the formof a sticker, hang tag, or any other label type, that
includes one of the followi ng statenents, as applicabl e:

a. For clothing for which nachine washing or hand washing is recom
nended or required: "This garnent sheds plastic nicrofibers when washed,
which contributes to marine plastic pollution. Hand washing recomended
to reduce shedding."

b. For clothing for which dry cleaning is required: "This garnent
sheds plastic mcrofibers when washed, which contributes to marine plas-
tic pollution. Dry clean only."

c. For all other clothing that does not neet the description in para-
graph a or b of this subdivision or if including the applicable state-
nent in paragraph a or b of this subdivision would violate part four
hundred twenty-three of title sixteen of the code of federal requ-
lations: "This garnent sheds plastic mcrofibers when washed., which
contributes to nmarine plastic pollution."

8§ 37-0905. Preenption.

The provisions of this title shall preenpt any ordi nance or resolution
of a municipality, county or any other |ocal governnent entity relating
to synthetic plastic mcrofiber.

8 37-0907. Rules and reqgul ations.

The departnent is authorized to pronulgate such rules and requlations
as it shall deem necessary to inplenent the provisions of this title.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




