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BUSH, COOK, PALMESANO -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A BARCLAY,
BLAKE, GLICK -- read once and referred to the Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and narkets law, in relation to estab-
lishing a small farm di saster recovery grant program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The agriculture and narkets law is anended by adding a new
section 325-b to read as foll ows:

8 325-b. Smmll farmdisaster recovery grant program 1. There is here-
by established a small farm disaster recovery grant programto be adnin-
istered by the departnent, in conjunction with the enpire state devel op-
nent corporation.

2. The purpose of the programis to provide financial relief to small
farns that have been affected by natural disasters.

3. For purposes of this section, small farmshall only include farns
that sell produce and have annual sales of one hundred thousand dollars
or |ess.

4. The owner of any snmall farmnay subnmit an application for a grant
pursuant to this section to the departnent. Grants awarded pursuant to
this section shall be used solely for the purpose of purchasing and
replanting crops that have been destroyed by a natural disaster.

5. The conmi ssioner, upon review of an owner's application, shal
deternmine if the owner is eligible for a grant pursuant to this section.
The conmmi ssioner shall nmake the determ nation as to the ampunt of grant
the small farm owner needs to rebuild his or her crop, provided that
such anopunt shall in no event exceed ten thousand doll ars.

6. This programshall be funded through annual appropriations of the
legislature or any other funds received by the state for the purposes of
this section. Grants shall only be awarded based upon the availability
of funds.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have become a |law. Effective i mediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



