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STATE OF NEW YORK

10631

| N ASSEMBLY

June 10, 2020

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Goodell) --
read once and referred to the Comrmittee on El ection Law

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to prohibiting ballot
harvesti ng

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The election law is anended by adding a new section 8-414
to read as foll ows:

8 8-414. Ballot harvesting prohibited. 1. It shall be an unl awful
practice for any person to engage in ballot harvesting. For purposes of
this section, ballot harvesting shall include:

(a) the making or subm ssion of an application for an absentee ball ot,
pursuant to section 8-400 of this article, on behalf of another voter,
unl ess done in accordance with subdivision two of this section; and

(b) the collection, distribution or submssion to a board of
elections, of voted or unvoted absentee ballots, unless done in accord-
ance with subdivision three of this section.

2. A person may subnmit an application for an absentee ballot on behal f
of another voter, if the voter has signed the absentee ballot applica-
tion, and if:

(a) the person submitting such application for an absentee ballot on
behalf of the other voter, is a fanmly nmenber of the other voter, within
three degrees of consanguinity; or

(b) a voter has executed a signed, witten, notarized consent, not
nore than thirty days prior to the date of the application, authorizing
the person submitting the application for an absentee ballot to do so on
the voter's behalf, and such person submtting the application for an
absentee ballot on such other voter's behalf also files such signed,
witten, notarized consent with the local board of elections at the tine
of submitting such application for the absentee ballot, and such person
submitting the application for an absentee ballot on the other voter's
behal f has not subnitted any other absentee ballot application on behalf
of any other voter under this subdivision.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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3. A person nmay collect, distribute or subnit to a board of elections,
a voted or unvoted absentee ballot, if such person collecting, distrib-
uting or submitting such ballot is:

(a) a famly nenber of the voter, to whomthe absentee ball ot bel ongs,
within three degrees of consanguinity; or

(b) a caregiver of the voter, to whomthe absentee ballot belongs, if
such voter has filed with the board of elections, a signed, witten,
notarized statenent executed by the voter, that such person so collect-
ing, distributing and/or subnitting the ballot on the voter's behalf, is
in fact a caregiver of the voter, with pernmission to collect, distribute
and/or submit such voter's absentee ballot; or

(c) an election official enployed by the board of elections, who at
the tine of the collection, distribution or subm ssion of such absentee
ballot, was exclusively engaged in and performng their official duties;
or

(d) a United States postal service enployee, who at the tine of the
collection, distribution or submssion of such absentee ballot, was
exclusively engaged in and performng their official duties; or

(e) a delivery courier hired by the voter whose ballot is being
collected, distributed or submtted, who at the tinme of the collection
distribution or subm ssion of such absentee ballot, was exclusively
engaged in and performng their official duties.

8§ 2. The welection lawis amended by adding a new section 17-172 to
read as foll ows:

§ 17-172. Ballot harvesting. 1. Any person who wllfully engages in
unlawful ballot harvesting., pursuant to section 8-414 of this chapter,
shall be guilty of a class D felony.

2. Any person who engages in unlawful ballot harvesting., pursuant to
section 8-414 of this chapter., shall be quilty of a class A m sdeneanor.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenmber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




