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STATE OF NEW YORK

10578

| N ASSEMBLY

June 3, 2020

I ntroduced by COMWM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Abinanti) --
read once and referred to the Comm ttee on Governmental Operations

AN ACT establishing a tenporary conmmi ssion to investigate the influence
of outside agitators on peaceful protests; and providing for the
repeal of such provisions upon the expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that the right to
gather and peacefully protest is protected by the first anendnent to the
United States Constitution and should be protected fromthe interference
of individuals or groups that seek to infringe on this right and peace-
ful protests. Therefore, the legislature finds an i ndependent conmi ssion
is needed to investigate the extent and influence of outside agitators
on peaceful protests.

§ 2. Conmission. There is hereby established a tenporary conm ssion,
to be known as the "conmission to investigate the influence of outside
agitators on peaceful protests” (hereinafter "the conm ssion"), for the
purpose of investigating the extent and i nfluence of outside agitators
on the right to gather and peacefully protest.

8§ 3. Menbership. (a) The conmission shall consist of nine nenbers to
be appointed as foll ows:

(1) three nenbers of the assenbly, to be appointed by the speaker of
the assenbly;

(2) two nenbers of the senate, to be appointed by the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate;

(3) one nmenber fromthe New York state police appointed by the gover-
nor ;

(4) one nenber fromthe New York state sheriff's association, to be
appoi nted by the association;

(5) one nmenber fromthe New York state division of <crimnal justice
services, to be appointed by the governor; and

(6) the conmi ssioner of the New York city police departnent, or his or
her desi gnee.
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(b) Vacancies in the nenbership of the conmm ssion shall be filled in
t he manner provided for original appointnents.

(c) A chairperson and vice-chairperson of the conmm ssion shall be
elected by a nmgjority of its nenbers, all nmenbers being present. Five
menbers of the conmi ssion shall constitute a quorum for the purposes of
conducti ng business of the conm ssion.

(d) The conmi ssion may neet within and without the state, shall hold
at | east one public hearing each quarter, and shall have all the powers
of a legislative comittee pursuant to the legislative law. The first
meeting of the comr ssion shall be called by the first-naned assenbly
menber. The first neeting of the conmi ssion shall be held within 45 days
of the effective date of this act.

(e) Menbership on the comm ssion shall not constitute a public office.

(f) The menbers of the comm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this act.

8 4. Duties and scope of inquiry. The conm ssion shall

(a) investigate the extent and influence of outside agitators on
peaceful protests; and

(b) receive testinmony fromindividuals and organi zations wth exper-
tise on the influence of outside agitators on peaceful protests and
nmenbers of the public with interest in the influence of outside agita-
tors on peaceful protests.

8 5. Reporting. (a) The conmi ssion shall prepare and publish an inter-
im report and a final report of its findings and recomendati ons. The
reports shall:

(1) detail the extent and influence of outside agitators on peaceful
protests including organizati on and | eadership

(2) develop a strategy and best practices, if deened necessary, to
limt the influence of outside agitators on peaceful protests; and

(3) provide any recomendations for proposed | egislation devel oped by
t he commi ssi on.

(b) The commission shall submt the interimreport required under
subdivision (a) of this section to the speaker of the assenbly, the
mnority |eader of the assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate,
the minority | eader of the senate and the governor on or before June 1,
2021, and shall submt the final report required under subdivision (a)
of this section to the speaker of the assenbly, the mnority |eader of
the assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, the mnority |eader
of the senate and the governor on or before Septenber 1, 2021.

(c) The commi ssion shall disband thirty days after submission of its
final report as provided in subdivision (b) of this section

8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed Decenber 31, 2021



