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STATE OF NEW YORK

8525

| N SENATE

June 8, 2020

Introduced by Sen. MONTGOVERY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to enacting the Jonah
Bi chotte Cowan law relating to pre-termlabor care and directing the
comm ssioner of health to require hospitals to provide pre-term | abor
patients with information regarding the potential health effects of
pre-term | abor and pre-termdelivery on an expectant nother and on her
fetus

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
t he "Jonah Bichotte Cowan | aw'.

8§ 2. The public health law is anmended by addi ng a new section 2509-b
to read as foll ows:

8 2509-b. Pre-termlabor care. 1. When an expectant nother presents
at a general hospital with concerns about being in pre-termlabor, the
general hospital shall

(a) determ ne whether the expectant nother is in pre-term/|l abor;

(b) upon making a diagnosis of pre-term labor, adnit the expectant
nother to the general hospital or treat her in the energency roomfor
cl ose observation and continuous nonitoring until it is deened nedically
safe for discharge fromthe general hospital or stabilize and arrange
for an appropriate transfer of such expectant nother to another genera
hospital ; and

(c) provide the expectant nother with information concerning pre-term
labor and the potential health effects of pre-termlabor and premature
birth delivery on the nother and on her fetus as required by section
twenty-eight hundred three-j of this chapter

2. As used in this section, "general hospital" neans a general hospi -
tal as defined in section twenty-eight hundred one of this chapter.

8§ 3. Subdivisions 1 and 1-a of section 2803-j of the public health
law, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 66 of the | aws of 2020 and
subdi vision 1-a as added by chapter 56 of the | aws of 1996, are anended
and a new subdivision 1-f is added to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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1. The conmi ssioner shall require that every hospital and birth center
shall prepare in printed or photocopied formand distribute at the tine
of pre-booking directly to each prospective maternity patient and, upon
request, to the general public an informational leaflet. Such |eaflet
shall also be distributed to any expectant nother who presents at the
hospital during pregnancy. Such |eaflet shall be designed by the comm s-
sioner and shall contain brief definitions of maternity related proce-
dures and practices as specified in subdivision two of this section and
such other material as deenmed appropriate by the conmm ssioner. Hospitals
and birth centers may also elect to distribute additional explanatory
material along with the maternity patients informational |eaflet. The
comm ssioner shall make the information contained in the leaflet avail-
abl e on the departnment's website.

1-a. The informational |eaflet shall also include.

(a) an explanation of the special provisions relating to maternity
care and coverage under the insurance |law and section [two—thousand
elght] twenty-eight hundred three-n of this [ehapter] article, and
suggest that expectant parents check their insurance policies for the
details of their maternity coverage; and

(b) a statement that the medical assistance program provides coverage
for all incone-eligible pregnant wonen and children residing in the
state regardless of immigration status.

1-f. The informational leaflet shall also include information relating
to pre-term labor and premature birth, including but not limted to
definitions and infornmation on the risks that pre-term|abor and prema-
ture birth pose to the expectant nother and fetus.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a law. Effective imediately the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such date.




