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STATE OF NEW YORK

8419
| N SENATE
May 25, 2020

Introduced by Sen. KAVANAGH -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Housing, Construction and
Communi ty Devel oprent

AN ACT in relation to enacting the "emergency rent relief act of 2020"
to establish an interim residential rent relief program and to
provide for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "emergency rent relief act of 2020".

8§ 2. 1. For the purposes of this act:

a. "Coverage period" shall nmean April 1, 2020 through July 31, 2020.

b. "Eligible household" shall nean a household (i) with an incone
bel ow 80 percent of the area nedian inconme, as adjusted for famly size,
both prior to March 7, 2020 and at the tine of application; (ii) with a
rent burden both prior to March 7, 2020 and at the time of application;
and (iii) has lost income during the coverage period.

c. "lInconme" shall nean income fromall sources of each nenber of the
househol d, including all wages, tips, overtine, salary, recurring gifts,
returns on investnents, welfare assistance, social security paynents,
child support paynents, unenploynent benefits, any benefit, paynent or
cash grant whose purpose is to assist with rental paynents, any paynents
whose purpose is to replace lost incone, and any other government bene-
fit or cash grant. The term "incone” shall not include: enpl oynent
i ncone fromchildren under eighteen years of age, enployment inconme from
children eighteen years of age or older who are full-time students,
foster care paynents, sporadic gifts, groceries provided by persons not
living in the household, supplenmental nutrition assistance program bene-
fits, earned incone disallowance, or the earned income tax credit.

d. "Fair market rent"” shall nmean the fair market rent for each renta
area as promul gated annually by the United States departnment of housing
and urban devel opnent's office of policy devel opnent and research pursu-
ant to 42 USC 1437f.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
LBD16519- 03-0



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 8419 2

e. "Rent burden" shall nean the anpbunt of a contract nmonthly rent
which is nore than 30 percent of the household incone.

2. The conmmi ssi oner of housing and conmunity renewal is hereby author-
ized and directed to establish and inplenment an interi mresidential rent
relief programto support househol ds inpacted by the COVID 19 pandenic.

3. Such program shall be provided up to $100, 000, 000 of nonies that
have been allocated to the state of New York by the federal Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economc Security (CARES) Act of 2020 (P.L. 116-136)
that have not otherw se been obligated, to provide rental assistance to
eligible households for their primary residence in the state of New
Yor k.

4. A rental subsidy shall be provided in the formof a voucher to be
provided directly to the owner of the dwelling unit for applicants
determ ned to be eligible households during the coverage period in an
anmount equal to the difference between the applicant's rent burden on
March 1, 2020 and their rent burden during the nonth or nonths assist-
ance is requested for. Such subsidy shall be limted to 125 percent of
the fair market rent.

5. Applicants shall not be expected or required to repay any assist-
ance granted through this program unless otherw se required by |aw.
Assi stance shall not be considered inconme for purposes of public bene-
fits or other public assistance. There shall be no requirenent on appli-
cants to seek assistance from other sources, including charitable
contributions, for eligibility.

6. The conmmi ssi oner of housing and community renewal nmay del egate the
adm ni stration of portions of this programto any state, county, city,
town, or public housing agency or any non-profit organization as neces-
sary to inplenent such program

7. The conm ssioner of housing and conmunity renewal shall establish
preferences prioritizing households wth the greatest economc and
social need in processing applications for this program Such prefer-
ences shall account for, at a mninum

a. the historical incone |evel of the household as it relates to area
medi an i ncorne;

b. the rent burden of the househol d;

c. the percentage incone |ost for the househol d; and

d. the risk of homel essness or eviction.

8. The commissioner of housing and community renewal shall, on or
before, Cctober thirty-first two thousand twenty submt and nake public-
|y avail able a report to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate, the speaker of the assenbly, and on its website, on the nmonthly
expendi tures nmade pursuant to this act including recipient denographic
data, regional data, and details on subsidy val ues.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire July 31,
2021, when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.



