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STATE OF NEW YORK

8268

| N SENATE

Introduced by Sen. FELDER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to establish the conpassi onate hel per vol unteer program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Conpassionate Hel per Volunteer Program 1. The depart nent
of health, in cooperation with the city of New York department of health

and mental hygiene and | ocal county departments of health, shall estab-
lish a conpassionate hel per volunteer programto inplenment a system by
which eligible volunteers nay provide free non-nedical, quality of Ilife

services in hospitals to individuals hospitalized with COVID-19 and to
their fanmlies.

2. The conmi ssioner of health is authorized and directed to promnul gate
such rules and regul ati ons as are necessary to inplenent the provisions
of this act. Such rules and regul ations shall

(a) qualify individuals to participate in the volunteer program pursu-
ant to subdivision three of this section;

(b) enable the conpassionate hel per volunteer programto provide free
non-nedi cal, quality of life services to individuals hospitalized wth
COVID- 19 and to their fanmilies including but not limted to:

(i) providing support to hospitalized patients including reading,
pl aying nmusic or sitting with such hospitalized individuals; and

(ii) assisting hospitalized individuals wi th non-nmedical contact wth
fam lies and friends including by nmobile tel ephone or portable el ectron-
i c device; and

(c) authorize hospitals that participate in the volunteer programto
sel ect and/or terminate all volunteers serving at such hospital

3. Apersonis eligible to participate as a volunteer under this act
if he or she:

(a) has been tested by the state or |ocal department of health and has
been found to have the antibodies to COVI D 19;

(b) has agreed to participate in the volunteer program w thout conpen-
sation or the expectation of conpensation;
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(c) has received training from the state or a |ocal departnent of
health to provide vol unteer program services; and

(d) meets any other qualifications established by the departnent of
heal t h.

4. Notwi t hstandi ng any inconsistent provision of lawto the contrary,
the comm ssioner of health is authorized to waive, nodify or suspend the
provisions of rules and regulations pronulgated pursuant to article
twenty-eight of the public health lawif such comm ssioner determnes
that such waiver, nodification or suspension is necessary for the
successful inplementing of the conpassionate helper volunteer program
authorized pursuant to this act and provided that such conm ssioner
determ nes that the health, safety and general welfare of people receiv-
i ng services under such volunteer programwill not be inpaired as a
result of such waiver, nodification or suspension.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



