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STATE OF NEW YORK

7911

| N SENATE

March 2, 2020

Introduced by Sen. SALAZAR -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to reinbursenent
for special transportation services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 368-d of the social services law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. The conmissioner shall, beqginning upon the effective date of this
subdi vi sion and on an ongoi ng basis thereafter, review whether current
state rules, requlations, policy, billing qguidelines and anendnents

under the state plan for nedical assistance concerning nedi cai d
rei nbursenent for special transportation services, which are furnished
by school districts to children with handi capping conditions receiVving
nedical care and services that qualify for reinbursenent under this
title, are nore restrictive than required by federal law, regulations,
or policy. The conm ssioner shall take all practicable steps to ensure
that any necessary changes are made to state rules, reqgulations, policy,
and billing guidelines, and subnmt any necessary proposed state plan
anendnents to the centers for nedicare and nedicaid services, to ensure
receipt of all available federal financial participation wunder title
nineteen of the federal social security act for transportation services
furni shed by school districts to children with handi capping conditions.
In so doing, the commi ssioner shall

(a) seek to ensure receipt of all available federal financial partic-
ipation for transportation services furnished to children with both
physi cal and non-physical disabilities;

(b) seek to ensure receipt of all available federal financial partic-
ipation for transportation services involving accombdations including,
but not limted to, safety restraints and harnesses, nedical equipnent,
par apr of essi onal or nursing services, snmaller vehicle size, alternative
vehicle routing, and climate control;

(c) consider whether other states have less restrictive rules, regu-
lations, policy, billing guidelines and approved state plan anendnents
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concerning nedicaid reinbursenent for special transportation services
furnished by school districts to children with handi capping conditions;
and

(d) consult with representatives of school districts, including schoo
districts in any city with a population of one mllion or nore.

§ 2. Section 368-e of the social services law is amended by adding a
new subdi vision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. The commi ssioner shall, beginning upon the effective date of this
subdivision and on an ongoing basis thereafter, review whether current
state rules, requlations, policy, billing guidelines and anendnents

under the state plan for nedical assistance concerning nedicaid
rei nbursenent for special transportation services, which are furnished
by counties and the city of New York to preschool children with handi -
capping conditions receiving nedical care and services that qualify for
rei nbursenent under this title, are nore restrictive than required by

federal law, reqgulations, or policy. The conmm ssioner shall take al
practicable steps to ensure that any necessary changes are nade to state
rules, regulations, policy, and billing quidelines, and submt any

necessary proposed state plan anendnents to the centers for nedicare and
nedicaid services, to ensure receipt of all available federal financial
participation under title nineteen of the federal social security act
for transportation services furnished by counties and the city of New
York to preschool children with handi capping conditions. In so doing.
the comm ssioner shall

(a) seek to ensure receipt of all available federal financial partic-
ipation for transportation services furnished to preschool children with
non- physi cal disabilities;

(b) seek to ensure receipt of all available federal financial partic-
ipation for transportation services involving accompdations including.
but not limted to, safety restraints and harnesses. nedical equipnent.
par apr of essional or nursing services, smaller vehicle size, alternative
vehicle routing, and climate control;

(c) consider whether other states have less restrictive rules, regu-
lations, policy, billing guidelines and approved state plan anmendnents
concerning nedicaid reinbursenent for special transportation services
furni shed by school districts to preschool children with handi capping
condi tions; and

(d) consult with representatives of counties and the city of New York

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




