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STATE OF NEW YORK

6524

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

June 14, 2019

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the civil service law, the general nunicipal |aw and the
executive law, in relation to the mnimumqualifications to serve as a
fire chief in any fire departnment, fire district or fire protection
district that enploys six or nore paid firefighters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 and paragraph (b) of subdivision 7 of section
58-a of the civil service law, subdivision 6 as anended and paragraph
(b) of subdivision 7 as added by chapter 406 of the laws of 2018, are
anended to read as foll ows:

6. The provisions of this section shall not apply to appoi ntnments nade
by any county, city, town, village or fire district which enploys [fewe+
than+five] five or fewer fire fighters.

(b) has successfully conmpleted training and education [eceurses—of
F-R-rHR-cont-act—hotr—er-tera—approved] requirenents established by the
state fire admnistrator [ahrd——eceived—certificationfor—superH-sory

8§ 2. The general nunicipal lawis amended by adding a new section
204-dd to read as foll ows:

8 204-dd. Qualifications of a fire chief. No person shall be eligible
for appointnment or election as the fire chief, or any title or rank that
includes the duties of the chief, in any fire departnent or fire conpany
with six or nore paid firefighters, unless he or she neets requirenents
as established by the npst recently devel oped recommended best practices
for incident commanders adopted by the New York state division of hone-
|l and security and energency services, office of fire prevention and
control. The state fire adnmnistrator shall pronulgate rules and regu-
|l ati ons based upon requirenents established pursuant to the nost recent-
|l v devel oped recommended best practices for incident conmanders. For the

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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pur pose of this section, the termfirefighter shall nean a nenber of a
fire departnent whose duties include fire service as defined in para-
graph d of subdivision eleven of section three hundred two of the
retirement and social security |law and has been assigned by his or her
departnent as an interior firefighter

8§ 3. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 159-d to
read as foll ows:

8 159-d. Training for fire chiefs. The state fire adm nistrator may
conduct the training and education required for fire chiefs pursuant to
subdi vision seven of section fifty-eight-a of the civil service |aw and
section two hundred four-dd of the general nunicipal law with sufficient
frequency to enable individuals to satisfy the necessary qualifications
for a fire chief pursuant to such section. To the extent practicable,
such training and education nay be nmade available in all geographic
regions of the state. Such regions may be determined by the state fire
adnmi ni strator.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmmediately, the addition of any
rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.




