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STATE OF NEW YORK

6320

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

June 5, 2019

Introduced by Sen. BAILEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the public housing law, in relation to requiring a
conspi cuous nenor andum regardi ng the disruption of vital services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The public housing | aw is anmended by adding a new section
402-e to read as foll ows:

8 402-e. Disruption of vital services. 1. In order to ensure conpli-
ance and enforcenent of the New York city housing authority's duty to
provide and maintain heat, water, electricity and el evator service to
tenants, the departnent of housing preservation and devel opnent and the
New York city housing authority shall develop and agree to a nenorandum
of understanding, to be published conspicuously on each agency's
website, by Novenber first, two thousand nineteen, and thereafter anend
such nenorandum and update such public posting as necessary. Such nenp-
randum shal |l define a process and tinefranes by which residents of the
New York <city housing authority who experience a disruption in vital
services as specified in this subdivision may report such disruption of
services to the departnent of housing preservation and devel opnent for
its inspection. A reportable disruption shall be defined as the unsched-
uled interruption of any the foll ow ng services:

(a) heat service

(b) hot or cold water service;

(c) electricity service; or

(d) elevator service.

2. Al inspections and verified lack of services pursuant to this
section shall be docunented by the departnment of housing preservation
and devel opnent and published conspicuously on its website, and wll
indicate what level of violation (A, B, or C the condition constitutes.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. To develop and naterially anmend the required nenorandum pursuant to
subdi vision one of this section, the departnent of housing preservation
and devel opnment _and the New York city housing authority shall establish
an advisory group to be conprised of each agency's rel evant personnel
representatives of public housing tenants from each borough., a represen-
tative of a legal services provider with experience in representing
public housing tenants in housing court, and a representative of any

other organization or city agency deened necessary by the departnent of
housi ng preservation and devel opnent and the New York city housing

aut hority.

4. Nothing in this section shall be deened to limt or nodify the
nanner in which a tenant nmay report unscheduled interruption in services
to their particular unit when not associated with a broader building or
devel opnment _unschedul ed interruption of services, or tolimt the appli-
cability of the warranty of habitability to New York city housing
authority apartnments or to limt the authority of the New York city
council to legislate in the area of housing code violations or with
respect to the New York city departnent of housing preservation and
devel opnent.

5. Nothing in this section shall be deened to limt or nodify the
obligation of the departnent of housing preservation and devel opnent to
inspect and verify the existence of conditions of all kinds in the New
York city housing authority.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




