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STATE OF NEW YORK

5946--B

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 16, 2019
Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said conmmttee -- conmmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered

reprinted as amended and recommitted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the Syra-
cuse city school district regional STEAM high school to provide
instruction to students in the Onondaga, Cortland and Madi son county
BOCES and the central New York region in the areas of science, tech-
nol ogy, engineering, arts and nmathemati cs (STEAM areas

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The purpose of this act is to establish
the Syracuse city school district regional STEAM hi gh school. The STEAM
hi gh school shall provide a high school course of instruction for grades
nine through twelve, dedicated to providi ng expanded | earni ng opportu-
nities to students residing in the Onondaga, Cortland and Madi son county
board of cooperative educational services region and central New York,
in the areas of science, technol ogy, engineering, arts and mathematics
as well as the core academ c areas required for the issuance of high
school diplomas in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons pronul gat ed
by the board of regents. The legislature hereby finds and decl ares that
the establishment of the STEAM hi gh school is a necessary conponent to
t he devel opnent of the greater central New York region of New York state
and a necessary link to fostering the devel opnent and advancenent of the
arts and energing technol ogies. This school will advance the interests
of the central New York region and New York state by engaging students
in rigorous and enriching educational experiences focused on the arts
and emrergi ng technol ogi es, project-based | earning and col | aboration and
by providing that experience within the context of a business and | earn-
ing community for the purpose of directly connecting student |earning
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with real world experience in the arts and advanced technical facili-
ties. It is expressly found that the establishnment and operation of such
school pursuant to this act is a public purpose.

8 2. Establishnent of Syracuse city school district regi onal STEAM
hi gh school

1. A regional science, technol ogy, engineering, arts and nmathematics
("STEAM') high school nmay be established by the board of education of
the Syracuse city school district pursuant to this section for students
in grades nine through twelve.

2. Such school shall be governed by the board of education of the
Syracuse city school district. The school shall be subject to all | aws,
rules and regulations which are applicable to a public high schoo
unl ess otherw se provided for in this act. The school shall be subject

to the oversight of the board of regents and the program shall be audit-
ed in a manner consistent with provisions of |aw and regul ati ons that
are applicable to other public schools.

3. The board of education of the Syracuse city school district shal
have the responsibility for the operation, supervision and mai nt enance
of the school and shall be responsible for the admnistration of the
school, including curriculum grading, discipline and staffing.

4. The board of education of the Syracuse city school district shal
be authorized to enter into contracts as necessary or convenient to
operate such school

5. Students attending such school shall continue to be enrolled in
their school district of residence. The Syracuse city school district
shall be responsible for the issuance of a high school diploma to
students who attended the school based on such students' successful
conpl etion of the school's educational program

6. For purposes of all state aid calculations nade pursuant to the
education | aw, students attending such school shall continue to be
treated and counted as students of their school district of residence.

7. The public school district of residence shall be obligated to
provide transportation, wthout regard to any mnmleage |imtations,
provided however, for aid reinbursenents pursuant to subdivision 7 of
section 3602 of the education | aw, expenses associated with the trans-
portation of students to and fromthe STEAM school up to a distance of
thirty mles shall be included.

8. It shall be the duty of the student's district of residence to nmake
paynents as calculated in this act directly to the school district for
each student enrolled in the school. No costs shall be apportioned to
school districts that elect not to participate in such school.

9. The trustees or the board of education of a school district nay
enter into a nmenorandum of understanding with the board of education of
the Syracuse city school district to participate in such school program
for a period not to exceed five years upon such ternms as such trustees
or board of education and the board of education of the Syracuse city
school district may nutually agree. Such nenor andum of under st andi ng
shall set forth a methodol ogy for the calculation of per pupil tuition
costs that shall be subject to review and approval by the conm ssioner.

10. Any student eligible for enrollnment in grades nine through twelve
of a public school entering into a nmenorandum of understanding with the
board of education of the Syracuse city school district to enrol
students in the STEAM hi gh school shall be eligible for admi ssion to the
STEAM hi gh school. To the extent that the nunber of qualified applicants
may exceed the nunmber of avail abl e spaces, the school shall grant adm s-
sion on a random sel ection basis, provided that an enroll nent preference
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shall be provided to pupils returning to the school in the second or any
subsequent year. The criteria for adm ssion shall not be limted based
on intellectual ability, neasures of academ c achi evenent or aptitude,
athletic aptitude, disability, race, creed, gender, national origin,
religion, ancestry, or location of residence. The school shall deter-
mne the tentative enrollnment roster, notify the parents, or those in
parental relations to those students, and the resident school district
by April first of the school year preceding the school year for which
the admi ssion is granted.

11. Notwi t hstanding any other provision of lawto the <contrary, the
Syracuse city school district is authorized to transfer ownership of the
Syracuse city school district regional STEAM high school facility to the
county of Onondaga and the county of Onondaga is authorized to assune
such ownership and to enter into a lease for such facility wth the
Syracuse city school district. The county of Onondaga nmamy contract for
i ndebt edness to renovate such facility and any related financing shal
be deemed a county purpose. The county of Onondaga shall transfer
ownership of the regional STEAM hi gh school facility to the city of
Syracuse upon the expiration of the |ease.

8 3. Paragraph a of subdivision 6 of section 3602 of the education |aw
i s anended by addi ng a new subparagraph 8 to read as foll ows:

(8) Notwithstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, for
the purpose of conputation of building aid for the renovation and equip-
ping of a regional STEAM high school authorized for operation by the
Syracuse city school district the building aid units assigned to this
project shall reflect a building aid enrollnment of one thousand students
and mul ti-year cost allowances for the project shall be established and
utilized two tines in the first five-year period. Subsequent nulti-year
cost allowances shall be established no sooner than ten years after
establishnment of the first nmaxi mum cost allowance authorized pursuant to

thi s subparagraph.
8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




