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STATE OF NEW YORK

577

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 9, 2019

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing a volun-
teer firefighters and energency nmedical service volunteer tuition
assi stance grant program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new section 609-a
to read as foll ows:

8 609-a. Volunteer firefighters and energency nedical service volun-
teer tuition assistance grant program 1. For purposes of this section,
the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

a. "volunteer firefighter" shall nean an active volunteer nenber of a
fire conpany of a county, a fire conpany of a city, town or village
|l ocated within such county, or a fire district fire departnment |ocated
within such county, whether or not any such conpany is incorporated
under any general or special |aw

b. "volunteer energency nedical service personnel” shall nean an
active volunteer nmenber of any energency nedical service as established
within a county, town, village or city or local tax district, whether or
not any such service is incorporated under any general or special |aw

c. "at least a part-tine basis" shall nean enrollnent for at |east six
hours per senester or four hours per quarter.

d. "tuition" shall nmean the total senester, quarter or classroom hour
cost of instruction to the student at a state-operated institution or
conmmunity college, as defined pursuant to section three hundred fifty of
this chapter, excluding nmandatory fees, book charges and room and board.

2. Any county within the state is hereby authorized, by the enactnent
of a | ocal [ aw, to establish and i npl enent a vol unt eer
firefighters/enmergency nedical service volunteer tuition assistance
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gr ant program to provi de tuition assi stance to vol unt eer
firefighters/energency nedical service volunteers enrolled on at least a
part-tine basis at state-operated institutions or conmunity colleges as
those terns are defined in section three hundred fifty of this title.
Any program established pursuant to this section shall provide tuition
assistance grants to such volunteer firefighters/energency nedical
service volunteers in an ampunt up to fifty percent of the tuition
required to be paid to such state-operated institution or conmunity
coll ege by such firefighter/enmergency nedical service volunteer

3. Any county which establishes a volunteer firefighters/energency
nedical service volunteer tuition assistance grant program pursuant to
the provisions of this section shall be entitled to reinbursenent from
the state for one-half of the actual cost of tuition assistance paid by
such county to volunteer firefighters or energency nedical service
personnel .

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall apply to academ
ic semesters, quarters and classroom hours begi nning on or after January
1, 2021.




