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STATE OF NEW YORK

5530

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 6, 2019

Introduced by Sen. MARTINEZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Consuner Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to banning the
sale of «certain itens relating to enptional support and therapy
animals; and to amend the agriculture and nmarkets law, in relation to
penal ties for inproper identification of dogs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general business law is anmended by addi ng a new section
391-u to read as foll ows:

8 391-u. Sale of certain itens relating to enotional support and ther-
apy animals. 1. No person, firm partnership, association, or corpo-
ration shall distribute, sell at retail or offer for retail sale in this
state, or to any person located in this state:

(a) enotional support or therapy aninmal certificates;

(b) vests identifying aninals as envotional support or therapy animals:;
or

(c) sanple doctors notes authorizing an enptional support ani nal

2. For purposes of this section, the following terns have the foll ow
ing neani ngs:

(a) "enotional support animal" neans a conpanion aninmal, as defined in
section three hundred fifty of the agriculture and nmarkets law, that a
nedical professional states provides sone benefit for a person disabled
by a nental health condition or enptional disorder; and (b) "service

animal" shall have the sane neaning as defined in section 242.00 of the
penal | aw.

3. This section shall not apply to any nunicipality, governnent agen-
cy, or non-profit entity which regulates and/or licenses enptional
support or service animals or which charges fees for the [licensing
and/or reqgistration of vests for enotional support or service aninals.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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4. Any person, firm partnership, association, or corporation who or
which violates the provisions of this section shall be subject to a
civil penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars for the first violation
and one thousand dollars for each subsequent violation.

8§ 2. Section 118 of the agriculture and markets |aw is amended by
addi ng a new subdivision 2-a to read as foll ows:

2-a. Notwi thstanding subdivision two of this section, the fine and/or
civil penalty for a violation of paragraph (c) of subdivision one of
this section shall be not nore than five hundred dollars for the first
violation and one thousand dollars for each subsequent violation.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




