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STATE OF NEW YORK

5394--A

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 29, 2019

Introduced by Sens. JACKSON, BENJAM N, RAMOS, SALAZAR -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
Education -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmitted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to opting out of certain
state assessments

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 60 to read as foll ows:

60. a. The comm ssioner shall ensure that school districts provide
notice to parents of students in grades three through eight of the
parent's right to opt their student out of the grade three through eight

English | anguage arts and math state assessnents. Such notice shall be
devel oped by the departnent, witten in clear and conci se | anguage and
translated in the six nobst common | anguages in the state. The notice

shall be nade available on the departnent's website.

b. The comm ssioner shall ensure that school districts provide parents
of students in grades three through eight with the notice pursuant to
paragraph a of this subdivision. Such notification shall be given no
later than thirty days after the start of the school year.

c. The school district shall honor a parent's decision to exercise
their right to opt their student out of the grade three through eight
English language arts and math state assessnents. The school district
shall be prohibited fromtaking punitive neasures against a student
whose parent has chosen to opt their student out of the grades three
through eight English |anguage arts and nath state assessnents.

d. Any violation of this subdivision nay be subject to an appeal to
the conm ssioner.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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