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STATE OF NEW YORK

4346

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 7, 2019

Introduced by Sens. KRUEGER, LIU, MONTGOVERY, SERRANO -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the state finance law, in relation to changing the state
fiscal year fromthe first of April to the first of June and requiring
revisions of the consensus forecast of the econony, estinates of
receipts for the current and the ensuing state fiscal year and the
joint report of the director of the budget and the secretary of the
senate finance conmittee and the secretary of the assenbly ways and
means conmittee, and directing the state conptroller to provide esti-
mates for receipts for the current and ensuing state fiscal year; and
to amend the education law, in relation to the timng and notice of
annual elections in school districts and the subm ssion of a property
tax report card and the calculation of the fiscal year for certain
school districts

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the state finance | aw, as added by chapter 1
of the laws of 1943 and as separately renunbered by chapters 405 and 957
of the laws of 1981, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 3. Fiscal year. 1. The current fiscal year of the state which
commenced with the first day of [Jdu—nineteen—hundred—foriy-—two]
April, two thousand twenty, is hereby [ab+idged] extended and shall end
with the thirty-first day of [Muech—nrineteen—hunrdredtforty-three] My
two thousand twenty-one. For all purposes of deterni ning annual incre-
ments of state enployees pursuant to the education law, the civil
service law or other state law, and for all purposes whenever by |aw
some act is to be perforned or tinme is to be neasured by the fiscal year
of the state, the current fiscal year, as so [ab+dged] extended, shal
be deemed to be a full year wunless the context clearly requires a
contrary construction.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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On and after the first day of [ e ]
June, two thousand twenty-one, the fiscal year of the state, for the
pur pose of budget, appropriations, receipts and di sbursements of state
moneys and all other state affairs which are regulated in accordance
with or based on fiscal years, including the fiscal affairs of all state
departnents, conmi ssions, boards, agencies, offices and institutions,
shall begin with the first day of [Ap—-+] June and end wth the next
following thirty-first day of [Meh] My.

2. Al books and accounts in the offices of the conptroller and the
departnent of taxation and finance shall be kept by fiscal years. All
annual accounts required to be rendered to the conptroller or to such
departnent by any person shall be closed on the thirty-first day of
[ Mareh] My in each year, and be rendered as soon thereafter as practi-
cable, if notine is specially prescribed by |aw.

3. Where any statute provides, in terns or effect, that any inventory
or account, or a report relating in whole or in part to receipts and
di sbursenents of noney, be nade to the legislature or any state officer
annually, or for a year, by a department, conmm ssion, board, or officer
under the state governnment, such inventory or account, and such report
so far as it relates to such receipts and disbursenments, shall be for
the preceding fiscal vyear, wunless the calendar year be expressly
nment i oned.

4. Existing provisions of other |aws describing or referring to a
fiscal year of the state as beginning [Jd&¢] April first and ending
[ Fore—thirtieth] March thirty-first, or making any requirenent with
respect to such fiscal year, or referring to any year so beginning and
ending which applies to inventories or accounts in state matters, or to
reports relating to state noney or property, shall be deenmed nodified by
and be construed in connection with this section, and be deened to refer
to a fiscal or to another year or period beginning and ending as [here—
in] prescribed in this section for a fiscal year.

§ 2. Subdivision 6 of section 23 of the state finance |aw, as anmended
by chapter 1 of the |laws of 2007, is anmended to read as foll ows:

6. Consensus econonic and revenue forecasting conference; report. (a)
(i) By the end of February in each year, prior to the report required by
paragraph (b) of this subdivision, the chairperson and ranking mnority
menber of the senate finance conmittee, the chairperson and ranking
mnority nmenber of the assenbly ways and nmeans commttee and the direc-
tor of the budget shall jointly convene a consensus econom c and revenue
forecasting conference in the form of a joint |egislative-executive
hearing, for the purpose of assisting the governor and the |egislature
in reaching the consensus revenue forecast required by paragraph (b) of
thi s subdivision. The conveners of the conference shall invite the state
comptroller and such other participants to the conference as shall, in
their judgnent, provide guidance on the current conditions in, and prob-
abl e outl ook for the performance of, the econony of the state, as well
as the effect of such conditions and such perfornmance on state receipts.

(ii) On or after April sixteenth, the chairperson and ranking mnority
nenber of the senate finance conmmittee, the chairperson and ranking
mnority menber of the assenbly ways and neans committee and the direc-
tor of the budget shall jointly reconvene to revise the consensus fore-
cast of the econony and estimates of receipts for the current and the
ensuing state fiscal year. The revised consensus forecast of the econony
and estimates of receipts shall incorporate the npst current tax revenue
and any other pertinent fiscal information.
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(b) (i) On or before March first in each year, the director of the
budget and the secretary of the senate finance commttee and the secre-
tary of the assenbly ways and nmeans conmittee shall issue a joint report
contai ning a consensus forecast of the econonmy and estinates of receipts
for the current and the ensuing state fiscal year. Such estimtes of
recei pts shall include, but not be Iinmted to: expected tax receipts on
an all-funds basis, projected lottery receipts, and anticipated m scel -
| aneous receipts to be received in the general fund. The estimte of
receipts for the ensuing fiscal year contained in the report, shall be
all receipts fromsuch sources described in this subdivision available
to nake di sbursenents authorized by the appropriation bills submtted by
t he governor pursuant to section three of article seven of the constitu-
tion for the ensuing fiscal year

(ii) On or before May first in each year, the director of the budget
and the secretary of the senate finance committee and the secretary of
the assenbly ways and neans conmittee shall issue a revised version of
the joint report that was initially due by March first and that contains
a consensus forecast of the econony and estinmates of receipts.

(c) (i) On a failure of the director of the budget, the secretary of
the senate finance committee and the secretary of the assenbly ways and
means comrittee to issue a joint report containing a consensus forecast
as provided in paragraph (b) of this subdivision, the state conptroller

shall, on or before March fifth, provide estimtes of receipts for the
current and the ensuing state fiscal year. Such estimates shall include,
but not be Ilimted to, expected tax receipts on an all-funds basis,

projected lottery receipts, and m scell aneous receipts to be received in
the general fund. In rendering his or her estimate, as required in this
paragraph, the conptroller shall give due consideration to the inherent
risks in econom c and revenue forecasting and the interest of the state
to maintain budget bal ance throughout the fiscal year. The estinate of
receipts for the ensuing fiscal year provided by the state conptroller
shall be all receipts fromsuch sources avail able to make di sbursenents
aut hori zed by the appropriation bills subnmtted by the governor pursuant
to section three of article seven of the constitution for the ensuing
fiscal year.

(ii) On a failure of the director of the budget and the secretary of
the senate finance connmittee and the secretary of the assenbly ways and
nmeans conmittee to issue a joint report revising the March first consen-

sus forecast the state conptroller shall, on or before May fifth,
provide estimates for receipts for the current and ensuing state fisca
year. Such estimates shall incorporate the npst current tax revenue and

any other pertinent fiscal information.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 2022 of the education |aw, as amended by
section 7 of part A of chapter 97 of the laws of 2011, is anended to
read as foll ows:

1. Notwithstanding any law, rule or regulation to the contrary, prior
to two thousand twenty-one the election of trustees or nenbers of the
board of education, and the vote upon the appropriation of the necessary
funds to neet the estimated expenditures, in any common school district,
union free school district, central school district or central high
school district shall be held at the annual neeting and election on the
third Tuesday in My, provided, however, that such election shall be
hel d on the second Tuesday in May if the comm ssioner at the request of
a local school board certifies no later than March first that such
el ection would conflict with religi ous observances. Commencing in_two
thousand twenty-one, the election of trustees or nmenbers of the board of
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education, and the vote upon the appropriation of the necessary funds to
neet the estimated expenditures, in any common school district, union
free school district, central school district or central high school
district shall be held at the annual neeting and election on the fourth
Tuesday in June. The sole trustee, board of trustees or board of educa-
tion of every common, wunion free, central or central high school
district and every city school district to which this article applies
shall hold a budget hearing not [ess than seven nor nore than fourteen
days prior to the annual neeting and el ection or special district neet-
ing at which a school budget vote will occur, and shall prepare and
present to the voters at such budget hearing a proposed school district
budget for the ensuing school year.

8 4. Subdivision 2 of section 2601-a of the education | aw, as anmended
by chapter 236 of the laws of 2018, is anended to read as follows:

2. The board of education shall conduct all annual and special schoo
district mneetings for the purpose of adopting a school district budget
in the sanme manner as a union free school district in accordance wth
the provisions of article forty-one of this title, except as otherw se
provided by this section. [Fhe] Prior to two thousand twenty-one, the
annual neeting and election of each such city school district shall be
held on the third Tuesday of May in each year, provided, however that
such annual meeting and el ection shall be held on the second Tuesday in
May if the conmissioner at the request of a |ocal school board certifies
no later than March first that such election would conflict wth reli-
gi ous observances, and any school budget revote shall be held on the
date and in the same manner specified in subdivision three of section
two thousand seven of this title. Prior to twd thousand twenty-one, the
annual neeting and election of each such city school district shall be
held on the third Tuesday of May in each year, provided, however that
such annual neeting and election shall be held on the second Tuesday in
May if the conmi ssioner at the request of a |ocal school board certifies
no later than March first that such election would conflict wth reli-
gious observances, and any school budget revote shall be held on the
date and in the sanme manner specified in subdivision three of section
two thousand seven of this title. The provisions of this article, and
where applicabl e subdi vision nine-a of section twenty-five hundred two
of this title, governing the qualification and registration of voters,
and procedures for the nom nation and el ection of nenbers of the board
of education shall continue to apply, and shall govern the qualification
and registration of voters and voting procedures with respect to the
adoption of a school district budget.

8 5. Subdivision 1 of section 2003 of the education |aw, as amended by
chapter 64 of the laws of 1993, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. The district clerk of each common school district shall give notice
of the availability of the statement of expenditures pursuant to the
provi sions of section sixteen hundred eight of this [ehapter] title and
shall also give notice of the tinme and place of the annual neeting by
publishing a notice [feu] two tines within the [sewen] three weeks next
preceding such annual neeting, the first publication to be at |east
[ Fe+ty—Five] eighteen days before said neeting, in two newspapers if
there shall be tws, or in one newspaper if there shall be but one,
havi ng general circulation within such district. But if no newspaper
shall then have general circulation therein, the said notice shall be
posted in at least twenty of the nost public places in said district
forty-five days before the tinme of such neeting. The clerk of each
common school district shall post predonminately on the school district's
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official website the notice of the availability of the statenent of
expendi tures pursuant to the provisions of section sixteen hundred eight
of this title, and shall also post predominately on the schoo
district's official website the tinme and place of the annual neeting
t hroughout the three weeks next preceding such district neeting, the
first publication to be at | east eighteen days before said neeting.

8§ 6. Subdivision 1 of section 2004 of the education |law, as anended by
chapter 68 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. The <clerk of each union free school district shall give notice of
the availability of the statenent of expenditures pursuant to the
provi sions of section seventeen hundred sixteen of this [ehapter] title
and shall also give notice of the tine and place of the annual neeting
and the notice required by section seventeen hundred sixteen of this
[ehapter] title by publishing a notice [few] tw tines wthin the
[seven] three weeks next preceding such district neeting, the first
publication to be at |east [feorty—five] eighteen days before said neet-
ing, in tw newspapers if there shall be two, or in one newspaper if
there shall be but one, having general circulation within such district.
But if no newspaper shall then have general circulation therein, the
said notice shall be posted in at |east twenty of the nost public places
in said district forty-five days before the tine of such neeting. The
clerk of each union free school district shall post predom nately on the
school district's official website the notice of the availability of the
statenment of expenditures pursuant to the provisions of section seven-
teen hundred sixteen of this title and shall also post predom nately on
the school district's official website the tine and place of the annual
neeting throughout the three weeks next preceding such district neeting,
the first publication to be at |east eighteen days before said neeting

8§ 7. Paragraph b of subdivision 7 of section 1608 of the education
| aw, as anended by section 4 of part H of chapter 83 of the laws of
2002, is anmended to read as foll ows:

b. A copy of the property tax report card prepared for the annua
district meeting shall be submitted to the departnment in the manner
prescri bed by the departnment by the end of the business day next follow
i ng approval of the report card by the trustee or board of trustees, but

no later than [twenty—four] eighteen days prior to the statew de uniform

voting day. The departnment shall conpile such data for all school
districts whose budgets are subject to a vote of the qualified voters
and shall nake such conpilation available electronically at |east ten

days prior to the statew de uniform voting day.

§ 8. Section 2515 of the education |aw, as added by chapter 171 of the
| aws of 1996, is anended to read as follows:

8 2515. Fiscal year. The fiscal year for city school districts of
cities with less than one hundred twenty-five thousand inhabitants shal
be the period commencing with [Jd#¢] August first and ending with [Jdure
thivtieth] July thirty-first next foll ow ng.

8 9. Subdivision 3 of section 2006 of the education law, as added by
section 4 of part Mof chapter 57 of the |aws of 2005, is anended to
read as foll ows:

3. VWhenever the voters shall have defeated the budget of the schoo
district at the annual neeting and election, the trustees nay call a
special district neeting for a school budget revote to be held on the
[hid] fourth Tuesday of [Jduwe] July, provided, however that such budg-
et revote shall be held on the [secend] third Tuesday in [Jdure] July if
the comm ssioner at the request of a local school board certifies no
later than March first that such vote would conflict with religious
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observances. The trustees shall give the notices required by subdivision
one of section two thousand three of this part and this section by
publishing such notices once in each week within the two weeks next
preceding such special neeting, the first publication to be at | east
fourteen days before such neeting, with any required posting to be four-
teen days before the tinme of such neeting.

§ 10. Paragraph b of subdivision 3 of section 2007 of the education
law, as anmended by section 5 of part Mof chapter 57 of the | aws of
2005, is amended to read as foll ows:

b. A school budget revote called pursuant to paragraph a of this
subdi vision shall be held on the [thi+d] fourth Tuesday of [Jdure] July,
provi ded, however that such budget revote shall be held on the [second]
third Tuesday in [Jdure] July if the comm ssioner at the request of a
| ocal school board certifies no |ater than March first that such vote
woul d conflict with religious observances.

8 11. This act shall take effect January 1, 2021; provided, however
that the amendnents to sections 2022 and 2601-a of the education |aw
made by sections three and four of this act shall not affect the expira-
tion of such sections and shall be deened to expire therewth.



