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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 9, 2019

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the donestic relations law, in relation to sol emni zati on
of marriages by a civil cel ebrant

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 11 of the donestic relations |aw,
as anmended by chapter 95 of the laws of 2011, is amended and a new
subdi vision 1-b is added to read as foll ows:

1. A clergyman or mnister of any religion, a civil celebrant who is
certified by the secretary of state to solemmize nmarriages as set forth
in subdivision one-b of this section, or by the senior |eader, or any of
the other | eaders, of The Society for Ethical Culture in the city of New
York, having its principal office in the borough of Manhattan, or by the
| eader of The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture, having its principa
office in the borough of Brooklyn of the city of New York, or of the
West chester Ethical Society, having its principal office in Wstchester
county, or of the Ethical Culture Society of Long Island, having its
principal office in Nassau county, or of the Riverdale-Yonkers Ethica
Society having its principal office in Bronx county, or by the | eader of
any other FEthical Culture Society affiliated with the Anerican Ethical
Uni on; provided that no clergyman or minister as defined in section two
of the religious corporations |law, or Society for Ethical Culture |eader
shall be required to solemize any marriage when acting in his or her
capacity under this subdivision.

1-b. A civil celebrant shall be authorized to solemize narriages if
certified to do so by the secretary of state.

(a) Acivil celebrant shall receive a certification fromthe secretary
of state to solemize marriages if the celebrant:
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(1) is at |least eighteen years of age and has graduated from a second-
ary school in the United States:;

(2) has conpleted a civil celebrant course offered by a non-denoni na-
tional or educational charitable organization that is registered wth
the state and which course:

(i) includes classes that neet weekly or with nore frequency, either
adm nistered in person or by other neans, over a period of not |ess than
six nonths; and

(ii) educates on topics including, but not limted to, celebrant
phil osophy and history, cerenonial structure, and cerenonial presenta-
tions; and

(3)(i) submits a conpleted application form developed by the secre-
tary of state pursuant to regulation, which includes the nane and
address of the celebrant-applicant along with any other relevant infor-
mation on the celebrant-applicant required by the secretary of state,
and supporting docunentation with respect to all certification require-
nents set forth in this subdivision; and

(ii) pays to the departnent of state, at the tine of submitting the
conpleted application, a fee of not less than fifty dollars or nore than
seventy-five dollars, as determ ned by the secretary of state by requ-
lation, to cover costs for processing applications. producing and issu-
ing certificates, and maintaining records on applications and certif-
icates issued or denied.

(b)(1) A celebrant-applicant shall not be authorized to solenmnize
marriages until the application for certification is approved and the
certificate received fromthe secretary of state.

(2) A civil celebrant who has received a certification fromthe secre-
tary of state may have that certification revoked, through a hearing
before an administrative law judge, if the secretary of state determ nes
that any information provided in the celebrant's application was inaccu-
rate or otherwise did not conply with the certification requirenents set
forth inthis subdivision. Acivil celebrant subject to a revocation
hearing before an administrative |aw judge or any appeal thereof shal
not be authorized to solennize narriages and shall only again be author-
ized to do so if a final determnation is nmde permtting the civil
celebrant to retain the certification

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




