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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 3726 A. 5519

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

SENATE - ASSEMBLY

February 13, 2019

I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read tw ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Commerce,
Econoni ¢ Devel opnent and Snall Busi ness

IN ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Environnmental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the economc developnent law, in relation to the
creation of a commercial fishing jobs developnment program and to
amend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the estab-
lishment of a conmercial fishing industry advocate to assist the
mari ne resources advisory council in performng its duties with regard
to the state's comercial fishing industry

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The legislature finds and
determnes that the state's commercial fishing industry consists of
hundreds of small fam|y-owned businesses across the state that collec-
tively play a key role in the continuing econonmic growh and vitality of
the state. The Ilegislature further finds that the commercial fishing
i ndustry presents econoni c devel opnent opportunities that could pronote
growmt h thereby enhancing the well-being of these small business enpl oy-
ers and enpl oyees in fish processing, retail markets, restaurants, and
other comercial fishing related businesses, as well as pronoting the
econom ¢ well-being of fishing famlies throughout the state through job
creation and job retention. The comercial fishing industry needs
assistance to pronmpbte the interests of the snmall businesses in this
i ndustry and to hel p navigate the federal and state regulatory require-
ments that oversee the industry. The state commercial fishing industry
wi Il be enhanced by the creation of a commercial fishing advocate and
the establishment of a jobs devel opnment programfor the comercial fish-
ing industry that pronotes |ong-term economnic health and abundance of
fisheries resources and habitats.

8§ 2. The econonic devel opnent |aw is anended by adding a new article
23 to read as follows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted
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ARTICLE 23
COWERCI AL _FI SHI NG JOBS DEVELOPNVENT PROGRAM
Section 450. Commercial fishing jobs devel opnent program

8 450. Commercial fishing jobs devel opnent program There is hereby
created a commercial fishing jobs devel opnent programunder the juris-
diction of the departnent of econom c devel opnent, with the advice of
the commercial fishing advocate established by section 13-0351 of the
environnmental conservation |aw._The purpose of the programshall be to
target and pronote:

1. nmarine resources developnent in ways which are economically
sustainable, environnentally sound, and pronptes the long-termhealth of
fisheries resources and habitat;

2. public awareness and understanding of the economic, cultural and
environnental inportance of New York's commercial fishing industry:;

3. the developnent., retention, diversification and long-term vitality
of the commercial fishing resources industry in ways that will enhance
related efforts of federal, state and local agencies, comr SSions,
conm ttees, associations, trade groups and manufacturers;

4. electronic and other information shared related to the commerci al
fishing industry;

5. the developnent of financing nechanisns for the establishnent,
retention, diversification and long-term vitality of the commercial
fishing industry;

6. increased consuner awareness of the commercial fishing industry,
its products and services. Further, to act as a |liaison between consum
ers, industry, state and federal agencies. and other stakehol ders;

7. denpnstration projects which would inprove business profitability
and long-term sustainability; and

8. the review of any requlatory barriers which may i npede the devel op-
nent. retention, diversification or long-termvitality of the commercial
fishing industry.

§ 3. The environmental conservation |law is amended by adding a new
section 13-0351 to read as foll ows:

8 13-0351. Commercial fishing advocate.

1. There is hereby established in the departnent. under narine
resources advisory council established by section 13-0350 of this arti-
cle, the state commercial fishing advocate to provide expertise to the
council with regard to the comrercial fishing industry. The commercia
fishing advocate shall possess know edge and experience in matters
affecting the commercial fishing industry, including the inportance of
marine fisheries managenent and conservation roles in the long-term
vitality of the industry, and shall be responsible for exercising al

the powers granted by this section., including advising the marine
resources advisory council and the comm ssioner on matters relating to
the commercial fishing industry. In addition the comercial fishing

advocate shall consult with the state departnent of econom c devel opnent
with regard to the commercial fishing jobs devel opnent program aut hor -
ized by section 450 of the econom c devel opnent | aw.

2. The advocate shall advise the marine resources advisory council and
conm ssioner on matters concerning comercial fishing and shall serve as
liaison between the state's commercial fishing industry and the marine
resources advisory council and the comm ssioner with respect to the
design and inplenentation of the state's policies and prograns relating
to commercial fishing in a manner that supports the |long-term health and

abundance of fisheries resources and nmanagenent.
3. In addition, the advocate shall have the follow ng powers:
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(a) To identify and review commercial fishing related issues and
current state policies and prograns which effect the commercial fishing
industry in the state;

(b) To advise the state departnent of econom c devel opnent of alterna-
tive uses for commercial fishing vessels, such as tourism and other uses
and services in the state;

(c) To advise the marine resources advisory council, departnent, and
state departnent of econonic developnent in the devel opnent and inple-
nentation of the state's marketing and business devel opnent program f or
the commercial fishing industry, including long-range strategies for
pronoting the industry in an econonmically sustainable and environ-
nentally sound nmanner that supports long-termvitality of the industry;

(d) To advise the marine resources advisory council, departnent, state
departnent of econom cal devel opnent., the governor and the leqgislature
concerning reconmended legislation necessary to foster and pronote the
long-termvitality and devel opnent of the conmmercial fishing industry
within the state;

(e) To advise the nmarine resources advisory council, the departnent,
the governor and the legislature concerning existing laws, rules, and
requlations related to the long termvitality and devel opnent of the
commercial fishing industry within the state;

(f) To pronpte the devel opnent of inter-governnental cooperation anong
agencies of the federal, state and | ocal governnments including the state
departnment of economic developnent and foster cooperation between
private industry and governnent so as to assure the long termyvitality
of the commercial fishing industry;

(g) To assist the departnent in obtaining infornmation necessary for
the devel opnent and inprovenent of state policies and prograns affecting
the commercial fishing industry in the state;

(h) To advise in the adninistration of the comercial fishing jobs
program created pursuant to section 450 of the econom c devel opnent | aw,
under the jurisdiction of the state departnent of econonic devel opnent.

4. The departnent shall provide necessary technical and staff assist-
ance to the comercial fishing advocate.

8§ 4. Assistance of other state agencies. To effectuate the purposes of
this act, the advocate may request and shall be entitled to receive from
any state agency, and the sane are authorized to provide such assist-
ance, service, facilities and data as will enable the advocate to carry
out the functions, powers and duties provided by this act. The advocate
may enter into cooperative agreenents with other government offices to
efficiently carry out its work.

8 5. Nothing contained in this act shall be deenmed to detract in any
way fromthe functions, powers or duties prescribed by law of any
departnent of the state or to interrupt or preclude the direct relation-
ship of any such departnent or agency with other agencies, individuals
or corporations for the carrying out of its functions, powers and
duti es.

§ 6. Severability. |If any provision of this act or the application
thereof shall for any reason be adjudged by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, inpair or
invalidate the remai nder of this act, but shall be confined in its oper-
ation to the provision thereof directly involved in the controversy in
whi ch the judgnent shall have been rendered

8§ 7. This act shall take effect imediately.




