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STATE OF NEW YORK

372

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 9, 2019

Introduced by Sen. LANZA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Mental Health and Devel op-
mental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, the state finance law and the
general municipal law, in relation to establishing a crisis inter-
vention team program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene law is anmended by adding three new
sections 7.49, 7.51 and 7.53 to read as foll ows:
8 7.49 Crisis intervention denpnstration program

(a) The conmi ssioner shall establish a crisis intervention denpn-
stration programin any city having a population of one mllion or nore
for the purpose of assisting |law enforcenent officers in responding to
crisis situations involving persons with nental illness and/or substance
abuse probl ens.

(b) The conmi ssioner shall establish within the office the position of
Crisis intervention teamtraining program coordinator who will serve at
the pleasure of the commi ssioner and who shall work with the police
departnent of the city of New York and any other |aw enforcenment agency
in the state that requests assistance to coordinate the provision of
crisis intervention teamtraining to its first responders as a part of a
specialized response teamor as part of the training for first respon-
ders.

(c) The crisis intervention teamtraining program coordinator shall

(i) work with communities to develop partnerships, coordinate activ-
ities and pronbte cooperation and collaboration between the office,
office of alcoholismand substance abuse services, |aw enforcenent agen-
cies, disability service providers and people with psychiatric or other

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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disabilities and their famlies to provide crisis intervention team
t rai ni ng;

(ii) provide coordination activities and funding support for crisis
intervention teamtraining

(iii) provide support, training and conmunity coordination to ensure
that nental health service providers in the community provide alterna-
tives to incarceration;

(iv) through federal and private grants, gifts or contributions,
provide funding to support training and comunity coordination costs as
necessary. Al noneys shall be deposited in the crisis intervention team
training fund established by section ninety-eight-d of the state finance
| aw

(v) in consultation with the crisis intervention advisory conmttee
established by this article, distribute crisis intervention teamtrain-
ing fund noneys as needed for support, training and conmunity coordi -
nation costs; and

(vi) submt a report to the governor, tenporary president of the
senate, speaker of the assenbly and the <crisis intervention advisory
conmttee on or before Novenber fifteenth of each year that contains the
fol | owi ng:

(A) areviewof all |aw enforcenent agencies that have provided crisis
intervention teamtraining to their officers and the nunber of officers
that have conpleted the training;

(B) alist of communities inthis state that have inplenented the
Ccrisis intervention teamtraining programthrough training and coordi-
nation, including the length of inplenentation and current status of the
progr am

(O recommendations for inprovenent in the comunity based partner-
ships that support crisis intervention teamresponses;

(D) recommendations for inprovenent in the |aw enforcenent and public
safety agencies that provide crisis intervention teamresponses; and

(E) a review of all funding resources that the crisis intervention
team training programcoordinator has applied for to increase available
funding, including the status of all funding requests and the total of
noneys received year to date.

(d) The crisis intervention denpnstration programshall end five years
after its enactnent date.

8 7.51 Crisis intervention teamtraining program advisory conmmittee

(a) There is hereby established a crisis intervention denonstration
program advi sory conmittee

(b) The committee shall consist of:

(1) the conmi ssioner, who shall serve as chairperson of the comittee
and who is a nonvoting nenber;

(2) the crisis intervention teamtraining programcoordinator, who is
a _nonvoting nenber;

(3) one nenber appointed by the conm ssioner who is a consuner of
nental health services;

4) one nenber appointed by the conmi ssioner who is an imediate fam -
ly menber of a consuner of nental health services;

(5) one nenber appointed by the comn ssioner who represents a state-
wi de advocacy agency that serves persons with nental disabilities and
their famlies;

(6) one nenber appointed by the comm ssioner who is a psychiatrist or
psychol ogi st licensed in the state;

(7) one nenber appointed by the conmm ssioner of alcoholism and
subst ance abuse services;
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(8) one nenber appointed by the commissioner of alcoholismand
subst ance abuse services who represents a statewi de behavior advocacy
group., agency or association;

(9) one nenber appointed by the conm ssioner of the office for people
with devel opnental disabilities who is either a fanmily nmenber or guardi -
an of a person with a devel opnental disability;

(10) one nenber appointed by the conm ssioner of the office for people
with devel opnental disabilities who is a person wth a developnenta
disability;

(11) one nenber recommended by the New York city peace officer benevo-
lent association who is a certified peace officer;

(12) one nenber appointed by the conmmissioner of crimnal justice
services who is a law enforcenent officer; and

(13) one nenber appointed by the police departnent of the city of New
York who represents | aw enforcenent.

(c) The commttee shall:

(1) neet at least two tines in each full calendar year. The committee
shall neet at the request of its chairperson; and

(2) review the report required by section 7.49 of this article and
based on that report make reconmmendations to the office, the office for
people with developnental disabilities, the office of alcoholism and
subst ance abuse services, the division of crimnal justice services, the
police departnent of the city of New York, the governor. the tenporary
president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly.

(d) Committee nenbers shall not be conpensated but are eligible for
rei nbursenent of reasonable expenses.

8 7.53 Crisis intervention teamtraining fund grant program

(a) The conmmissioner shall establish the crisis intervention team
training fund grant program which shall include, but not be |limted to,
providing financial support when necessary and as available for training
and community coordination costs for the inplenentation of the New York
crisis intervention teamtraining programto | aw enforcenent agencies as

r equest ed.
(b) Notwi thstanding any law to the contrary, the fund shall consist of

up to one million dollars fromthe state fiscal year two thousand twen-
ty--twenty-one appropriations.

§ 2. The state finance law is anended by adding a new section 98-d to
read as foll ows:

8 98-d. Crisis intervention teamtraining fund. 1. There is hereby
established in the joint custody of the conptroller and the conmi ssioner
of nmental health a fund to be known as the "crisis intervention team
training fund".

2. The crisis intervention teamtraining fund shall consist of al
noneys received from the federal governnent, private grants, gifts,
contributions and devi ses.

3. Any contractors that receive noneys pursuant to this section shal
submt quarterly reports to the conm ssioner of nental health regarding
the use and effectiveness of the distributed noneys. The conm ssioner of
nental health shall include a summary of the fund analysis in the annual
report required pursuant to section 7.49 of the nental hygi ene |aw

8§ 3. The general municipal lawis anended by adding a new section
204-g to read as follows:

8 204-g. Crisis intervention teans. 1. The conm ssioner of crimnal
justice services, in consultation with the comm ssioners of nental
health, the office for people with devel opnental disabilities, and al co-
holism and substance abuse services, shall, for all local police offi-
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cers in law enforcenent units of a city having a population of one
mllion or nore and any other enforcenent agency that chooses to partic-
i pat e:

(a) establish criteria for the developnent of crisis intervention
teans; and

(b) establish, and inplenment on an ongoing basis, a training program
for all current and new enpl oyees regarding the policies and procedures
established pursuant to this section. The curriculum shall include a
m ni mum of forty hours of mandatory training in nental health issues.

2. The goals of the crisis intervention team programshall be to

(a) provide imediate response by specifically trained | aw enf or cenent
officers:;

(b) reduce the ampunt of tine police officers spend out of service
awai ting assessnent and di sposition;

c) afford persons with nental illness and/or substance abuse probl ens
a sense of dignity in crisis situations;

(d) reduce the likelihood of physical confrontation;

(e) identify underserved populations wth nental illness and/or
subst ance abuse problens and refer themto appropriate care;

(f) decrease the use of arrest and detention of persons experiencing
nental health and/or substance abuse crises by providing better access
to tinely treatnent;

(g) provide therapeutic locations or protocol for officers to bring
individuals in crisis for assessnent that is not a law enforcenent or
jail facility; and

(h) decrease injuries to law enforcenent officers during crisis
events.

3. Oher state agencies shall provide cooperation and assistance to
the programto assist in the effective performance of its duties.

8§ 4. Section 19.07 of the nental hygiene law is amended by adding a
new subdivision (m to read as foll ows:

(m The office shall, in collaboration with law enforcenent and the
office of nental health, establish criteria for the devel opnent of
crisis intervention teans that shall include assessnent of the effec-

tiveness of the plan for community involvenent, training and therapeutic
response alternatives and a determination of whether |aw enforcenent
officers have effective agreenents with nental health care providers and
all other community stakehol ders.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




