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STATE OF NEW YORK

3589

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 11, 2019

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Internet and Technol ogy

AN ACT to anmend the state technology law, in relation to encouraging
public-private partnerships to help spread broadband depl oynent

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "connect New York act".

§ 2. Statenment of legislative findings. The legislature finds that the
depl oynent and adoption of broadband service has resulted in enhanced
econom ¢ devel opnent and public safety for the state's comunities,
i nproved health care and educational opportunities, and a better quality
of life for the residents of the state. Further, continued progress in
t he depl oynent and adopti on of broadband and ot her advanced tel econmuni -
cations and information technology services is vital to ensuring that
the state remains conpetitive and continues to create business and job
growth. The legislature finds that the state nust encourage and support
the partnership of the public and private sectors in the continued
growt h of broadband services for the state's residents and busi nesses.

§ 3. Section 104 of the state technology law is amended by adding
three new subdivisions 3, 4 and 5 to read as foll ows:

3. The nenbers of the advisory council shall develop a public-private
partnership and inplenment a conprehensive, statew de broadband depl oy-
nent and adoption initiative with the purpose of: establishing wi de-
spread access to affordable and reliable broadband service; achieving
i nproved t echnol ogy literacy, increased conputer ownership, and
i ncreased broadband use anobng state residents and busi nesses; establish-
ing and enpowering |ocal grassroots technology teanms in each region of
the state to plan for inproved technol ogy use across multiple comunity
sectors; and establishing and sustaining an environnent ripe for broad-
band and information technology investnent statew de. The public-private

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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partnership as set forth in this section shall include state agencies
and bodies representing econom c devel opnent, local comunity devel op-
nent, technology planning., education, healthcare, libraries, and other

relevant entities. The public entities wthin the partnership shal
coll aborate with teleconmmunications providers, technology conpanies,
tel ecommuni cation unions, community based organizations and rel evant
private sector entities to achieve such purposes.

4. The nenbers of the council shall ensure that the broadband depl oy-
nent and adoption initiative as set forth in this section shall include,
but not be limted to:

(a) Creating a geographic statewide inventory of broadband service and
other relevant telecomunications and infornation technol ogy services.
The inventory shall:

(i) ldentify geographic gaps in broadband service through a nethod of
geographic information system mapping of service availability based on
the geographic boundaries of where service is available or unavailable
anong residential or business custoners;

(ii) ldentify the speeds of broadband connections nmade available to
i ndi viduals and businesses within the state, and rely on the data rate
benchmarks for broadband service used by the Federal Comunications
Commi ssion to reflect different speed tiers;

(iii) Provide a baseline assessnment of statew de broadband depl oynent

in terns of percentage of households w th broadband availability; and
(iv) Provide updates to such data annually;

(b) Tracking statew de residential and business adoption of broadband,
conputers, and related information technology; identifying barriers to
adoption; providing denographic analysis of these data; and neasuring
progress on such data annually;

(c) lLocal level collection and analysis of the data set forth in para-
graph (b) of this subdivision, derived through research nethods that
produce statistically significant results., which shall be used for plan-
ning efforts by the public-private partnership and |ocal technol ogy
pl anning teans set forth in paragraph (d) of this subdivision;

(d) Building and facilitating in each designated region a local tech-
nol ogy planning teamw th nenbers representing a cross section of the

comunity, including but not Ilimted to representatives of business,
t el ecommuni cati ons unions, kindergarten through twelfth grade educati on,
health care, libraries, higher education, conmmunity-based organi zations,

| ocal governnent, tourism parks and recreation, and agriculture. FEach
team shall benchmark technol ogy use across rel evant conmmunity sectors,
set goals for inproved technology use within each sector, and develop a
tactical business plan for achieving its goals, with specific recomen-
dations for online application devel opnent and denand stinul ation;

(e) Working collaboratively wth telecomunications and broadband
providers and technol ogy conpani es across the state to encourage depl oy-
nent and use, especially in unserved and underserved areas, through the

use of | ocal demand aggregation, data analysis, and other strategies to

inprove the business case for providers to depl oy broadband;
(f) Securing contributions to establish prograns that inprove conputer

ownership, technology literacy., and broadband access for underserved
popul ati ons across the state;

(g) Facilitating information exchange regarding the use and denmand for
br oadband servi ces between public and private sectors; and

(h) ldentifying such additional public-private partnership projects
that achieve the goals as set forth in subdivision three of this
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section, including securing funding fromfederal and other resources to
impl enent such projects.

5. The nenbers of the council shall contract with a nonprofit organ-
ization to acconplish the objectives set forth in this section. The
nonprofit organi zation shall

(a) have established conpetency in working on a statewide basis with
public and private sectors to acconplish the deploynent and adoption of
br oadband servi ce;

(b) have an established conpetency working directly with broadband
providers in the handling, storage. and use of proprietary and conpeti -
tively sensitive data for the purposes set forth in this section; and

(c) enter into voluntary nondisclosure agreenents as necessary to
prevent the unauthorized disclosure of <confidential and proprietary
informati on provided by broadband service providers.

8 4. Nothing in this act shall be construed as giving the office for
technol ogy or the advisory council for technology or other entities any
additional authority, regulatory or otherw se, over providers of tele-
comuni cations and information technol ogy.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




