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        AN ACT to amend the state technology law,  in  relation  to  encouraging
          public-private partnerships to help spread broadband deployment

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may  be  cited  as
     2  the "connect New York act".
     3    § 2. Statement of legislative findings. The legislature finds that the
     4  deployment  and  adoption  of broadband service has resulted in enhanced
     5  economic development and public  safety  for  the  state's  communities,
     6  improved health care and educational opportunities, and a better quality
     7  of  life  for the residents of the state. Further, continued progress in
     8  the deployment and adoption of broadband and other advanced telecommuni-
     9  cations and information technology services is vital  to  ensuring  that
    10  the  state  remains competitive and continues to create business and job
    11  growth. The legislature finds that the state must encourage and  support
    12  the  partnership  of  the  public  and  private sectors in the continued
    13  growth of broadband services for the state's residents and businesses.
    14    § 3. Section 104 of the state technology  law  is  amended  by  adding
    15  three new subdivisions 3, 4 and 5 to read as follows:
    16    3.  The members of the advisory council shall develop a public-private
    17  partnership and implement a comprehensive, statewide  broadband  deploy-
    18  ment  and  adoption  initiative with the purpose of:  establishing wide-
    19  spread access to affordable and reliable  broadband  service;  achieving
    20  improved   technology   literacy,   increased  computer  ownership,  and
    21  increased broadband use among state residents and businesses; establish-
    22  ing and empowering local grassroots technology teams in each  region  of
    23  the  state to plan for improved technology use across multiple community
    24  sectors; and establishing and sustaining an environment ripe for  broad-
    25  band and information technology investment statewide. The public-private
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     1  partnership  as  set  forth in this section shall include state agencies
     2  and bodies representing economic development, local  community  develop-
     3  ment,  technology  planning, education, healthcare, libraries, and other
     4  relevant  entities.  The  public  entities  within the partnership shall
     5  collaborate with  telecommunications  providers,  technology  companies,
     6  telecommunication  unions,  community  based  organizations and relevant
     7  private sector entities to achieve such purposes.
     8    4. The members of the council shall ensure that the broadband  deploy-
     9  ment and adoption initiative as set forth in this section shall include,
    10  but not be limited to:
    11    (a) Creating a geographic statewide inventory of broadband service and
    12  other  relevant  telecommunications and information technology services.
    13  The inventory shall:
    14    (i) Identify geographic gaps in broadband service through a method  of
    15  geographic  information  system mapping of service availability based on
    16  the geographic boundaries of where service is available  or  unavailable
    17  among residential or business customers;
    18    (ii)  Identify  the  speeds of broadband connections made available to
    19  individuals and businesses within the state, and rely on the  data  rate
    20  benchmarks  for  broadband  service  used  by the Federal Communications
    21  Commission to reflect different speed tiers;
    22    (iii) Provide a baseline assessment of statewide broadband  deployment
    23  in terms of percentage of households with broadband availability; and
    24    (iv) Provide updates to such data annually;
    25    (b) Tracking statewide residential and business adoption of broadband,
    26  computers,  and  related information technology; identifying barriers to
    27  adoption; providing demographic analysis of these  data;  and  measuring
    28  progress on such data annually;
    29    (c) Local level collection and analysis of the data set forth in para-
    30  graph  (b)  of  this  subdivision, derived through research methods that
    31  produce statistically significant results, which shall be used for plan-
    32  ning efforts by the  public-private  partnership  and  local  technology
    33  planning teams set forth in paragraph (d) of this subdivision;
    34    (d)  Building and facilitating in each designated region a local tech-
    35  nology planning team with members representing a cross  section  of  the
    36  community,  including  but  not  limited to representatives of business,
    37  telecommunications unions, kindergarten through twelfth grade education,
    38  health care, libraries, higher education, community-based organizations,
    39  local government, tourism, parks and recreation, and  agriculture.  Each
    40  team  shall  benchmark technology use across relevant community sectors,
    41  set goals for improved technology use within each sector, and develop  a
    42  tactical  business plan for achieving its goals, with specific recommen-
    43  dations for online application development and demand stimulation;
    44    (e) Working  collaboratively  with  telecommunications  and  broadband
    45  providers and technology companies across the state to encourage deploy-
    46  ment  and use, especially in unserved and underserved areas, through the
    47  use of local demand aggregation, data analysis, and other strategies  to
    48  improve the business case for providers to deploy broadband;
    49    (f) Securing contributions to establish programs that improve computer
    50  ownership,  technology  literacy,  and  broadband access for underserved
    51  populations across the state;
    52    (g) Facilitating information exchange regarding the use and demand for
    53  broadband services between public and private sectors; and
    54    (h) Identifying such additional  public-private  partnership  projects
    55  that  achieve  the  goals  as  set  forth  in  subdivision three of this
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     1  section, including securing funding from federal and other resources  to
     2  implement such projects.
     3    5.  The  members of the council shall contract with a nonprofit organ-
     4  ization to accomplish the objectives set forth in  this  section.    The
     5  nonprofit organization shall:
     6    (a)  have  established competency in working on a statewide basis with
     7  public and private sectors to accomplish the deployment and adoption  of
     8  broadband service;
     9    (b)  have  an  established  competency working directly with broadband
    10  providers in the handling, storage, and use of proprietary and  competi-
    11  tively sensitive data for the purposes set forth in this section; and
    12    (c)  enter  into  voluntary  nondisclosure  agreements as necessary to
    13  prevent the unauthorized  disclosure  of  confidential  and  proprietary
    14  information provided by broadband service providers.
    15    §  4.  Nothing in this act shall be construed as giving the office for
    16  technology or the advisory council for technology or other entities  any
    17  additional  authority,  regulatory or otherwise, over providers of tele-
    18  communications and information technology.
    19    § 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day  after  it  shall
    20  have become a law.


