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STATE OF NEW YORK

3468

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 7, 2019

Introduced by Sens. HOYLMAN, KRUECER -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anmend the uniformcity court act, the uniform district court
act, the wuniformjustice court act and the New York city civil court
act, inrelation to obtaining jurisdiction over certain defendants

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1801 of the uniformcity court act, as anmended by
chapter 65 of the laws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:
§ 1801. Smal !l clains defined.

The term"snmall claim or "snmall clainms" as used in this act shal
mean and include any cause of action for noney only not in excess of
five thousand dollars exclusive of interest and costs, or any action
commenced by a party aggrieved by an arbitration award rendered pursuant
to part 137 of the rules of the chief administrator of the courts (22
NYCRR Part 137) in which the anpbunt in dispute does not exceed $5,000
provided that the defendant either resides, or has an office for the
transaction of business or a regular enploynment[~] within the county, or
where the claimant is or was a tenant or |essee of real property owned
by the defendant and the claimrelates to such tenancy or |ease, and
such real property is situated within the county.

8 2. Subdivision (a) of section 1803 of the uniformcity court act, as
anended by chapter 309 of the laws of 1996, the opening paragraph as
anended by section 1 of part B of chapter 686 of the laws of 2003, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Small clainms shall be commrenced upon the paynment by the claimant
of afiling fee of fifteen dollars for clains in the amount of one thou-
sand dollars or less and twenty dollars for clainms in the anobunt of nore
than one thousand dollars, wi thout the service of a summobns and, except
by special order of the court, w thout the service of any pleading other
than a statenent of his cause of action by the claimant or soneone in
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his behalf to the clerk, who shall reduce the sane to a concise, witten
form and record it in a docket kept especially for such purpose. Such
procedure shall provide for the sending of notice of such claimby ordi-
nary first <class mail and certified mail with return receipt requested
to the party conplained against (1) at his residence, if he resides
within the county, and his residence is knowmn to the claimant, or (2) at
his office or place of regular enploynent within the county if he does
not reside therein or his residence within the county is not known to
the claimant, or (3) where the claimant is or was a tenant or |essee of
real property owned by the defendant and the claim relates to such
tenancy or |ease and the notice of claimcannot be sent under paragraph
one or two of this subdivision, at any place in the county or an adjoin-
ing county where clainmant may mail or otherw se deliver rent and at such
real property. |If, after the expiration of twenty-one days, such ordi-
nary first class mailing has not been returned as undeliverable, the
party conpl ai ned agai nst shall be presuned to have received notice of
such claim Such notice shall include a clear description of the proce-
dure for filing a counterclaim pursuant to subdivision (c) of this
secti on.

Such procedure shall further provide for an early hearing upon and
determ nation of such claim No filing fee, however, shall be denmanded
or received on small clains of enployees who shall comply with § 1912 of
this act which is hereby nade applicable, except that necessary mailing
costs shall be paid.

8§ 3. Section 1801 of the uniformdistrict court act, as anended by
chapter 65 of the I aws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 1801. Smal !l clains defined.

The term "small <claim or "small clainms" as used in this act shal
mean and include any cause of action for nobney only not in excess of
five thousand dollars exclusive of interest and costs, or any action
commenced by a party aggrieved by an arbitration award rendered pursuant
to part one hundred thirty-seven of the rules of the chief admnistrator
of the courts (22 NYCRR Part 137) in which the anbunt in dispute does
not exceed five thousand dollars, provided that the defendant either
resides, or has an office for the transaction of business or a regular
enploynent[] within a district of the court in the county, or where the
claimant is or was a tenant or |essee of real property owned by the
def endant and the claimrelates to such tenancy or |ease, and such real
property is situated within a district of the court in the county.

§ 4. Subdivision (a) of section 1803 of the uniformdistrict court
act, as amended by section 31 of part J of chapter 62 of the laws of
2003, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) Small clains shall be conmenced upon the paynent by the clai mant
of a filing fee of fifteen dollars for clains in the anmount of one thou-
sand dollars or less and twenty dollars for clains in the anbunt of nore
than one thousand dollars, wthout the service of a sumbns and, except
by special order of the court, wthout the service of any pleadi ng other
than a statenent of his cause of action by the claimant or soneone in
his behalf to the clerk, who shall reduce the sane to a concise, witten
formand record it in a docket kept especially for such purpose. Such
procedure shall provide for the sending of notice of such claimby ordi-
nary first <class mail and certified mail with return receipt requested
to the party conplained against (1) at his residence, if he resides
within a district of the court in the county, and his residence is known
to the claimant, or (2) at his office or place of regular enpl oynent
within such a district if he does not reside therein or his residence
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within such a district is not known to the claimant, or (3) where claim
ant is or was a tenant or |lessee of real property owned by the defendant
and the claimrelates to such tenancy or |lease and the notice of claim
cannot be sent under paragraph one or two of this subdivision, at any
place in the state where claimant may mail or otherw se deliver rent and
at _such real property. If, after the expiration of twenty-one days,
such ordinary first class nmmiling has not been returned as undelivera-
ble, the party conpl ai ned agai nst shall be presunmed to have received
notice of such claim Such notice shall include a clear description of
the procedure for filing a counterclaim pursuant to subdivision (c) of
this section.

Such procedure shall further provide for an early hearing upon and
determ nation of such claim No filing fee, however, shall be denmanded
or received on snall clains of enployees who shall conply with § 1912
(a) of this act which is hereby nade applicable, except that necessary
mai | i ng costs shall be paid.

8§ 5. Section 1801 of the uniformjustice court act, as amended by
chapter 76 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 1801. Small clai ns defined.

The term"small claim or "small clainms" as used in this act shal
mean and include any cause of action for nmoney only not in excess of
three thousand dollars exclusive of interest and costs, provided that
the defendant either resides, or has an office for the transaction of
busi ness or a regular enploynent[~] within the nunicipality where the
court is |located, or where claimant is or was a tenant or | essee of rea
property owned by the defendant and the claimrelates to such tenancy or
| ease, and such real property is situated within the municipality where
the court is |ocated. However, where a judge of the county court, pursu-
ant to subdivision (g) of section three hundred twenty-five of the civil
practice law and rules, transfers a small claimfromthe town or village
court having jurisdiction over the matter to another town or village
court within the sanme county, the court to which it is transferred shal
have jurisdiction to determne the claim

8§ 6. Subdivision (a) of section 1803 of the uniformjustice court act,
as anmended by chapter 309 of the laws of 1996, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) Small clains shall be conmmenced upon the payment by the clai mant
of a filing fee of ten dollars for clainms in the amount of one thousand
dollars or less and fifteen dollars for claims in the anmount of nore
than one thousand dollars, wi thout the service of a sumpbns and, except
by special order of the court, w thout the service of any pleading other
than a statenent of his cause of action by the claimant or soneone in
his behalf to the clerk, who shall reduce the sane to a concise, witten
form and record it in a filing system maintained especially for such
pur pose. Such procedure shall provide for the sending of notice of such
claim by ordinary first class mail and certified mail with return
recei pt requested to the party conpl ai ned against (1) at his residence,
if he resides within the county and his residence is known to the claim
ant, or (2) at his office or place of regular enploynent within the
muni ci pality if he does not reside within the county or his residence
within the county is not known to the claimant, or (3) where claimant is
or was a tenant or lessee of real property owned by the defendant and
the claimrelates to such tenancy or lease and the notice of claim
cannot be sent under paragraph one or two of this subdivision, at any
place in the county or an adjoining county where claimant may nmail or
ot herwi se deliver rent and at such real property. |If, after the expira-
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tion of twenty-one days, such ordinary first class mailing has not been
returned as wundeliverable, the party conplained against shall be
presumed to have received notice of such claim Such notice shal
include a clear description of the procedure for filing a counterclaim
pursuant to subdivision (c) of this section.

Such procedure shall further provide for an early hearing upon and
determnation of such claim No filing fee, however, shall be demanded
or received on small clains of enployees who shall comply with section
nineteen hundred twelve of this act which is hereby made applicabl e,
except that necessary nmailing costs shall be paid.

8 7. Section 1801 of the New York city civil court act, as anended by
chapter 65 of the Iaws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 1801. Small clains defined. The term"small claint or "small clains"
as used in this act shall mean and include any cause of action for noney
only not in excess of five thousand dollars exclusive of interest and
costs, or any action commenced by a party aggrieved by an arbitration
award rendered pursuant to part 137 of the rules of the chief admnis-
trator of the courts (22 NYCRR Part 137) in which the anmount in dispute
does not exceed five thousand dollars, provided that the defendant
either resides, or has an office for the transaction of business or a
regular enployment[] within the city of New York, or where claimant is
a tenant or |essee of real property owned by the defendant and the claim
relates to such tenancy or lease, and such real property is situated
within the city of New York.

8§ 8. Subdivision (a) of section 1803 of the New York city civil court
act, as amended by section 34 of part J of chapter 62 of the laws of
2003, is amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Small clains shall be conmenced upon the paynent by the clai mant
of a filing fee of fifteen dollars for clains in the amount of one thou-
sand dollars or less and twenty dollars for clains in the anbunt of nore
than one thousand dollars, wthout the service of a summbns and, except
by special order of the court, w thout the service of any pleading other
than a statenent of his cause of action by the clainmant or someone in
his behalf to the clerk, who shall reduce the same to a concise, witten
formand record it in a docket kept especially for such purpose. Such
procedure shall provide for the sending of notice of such claimby ordi-
nary first <class mail and certified mail with return receipt requested
to the party conpl ained against (1) at his residence, if he resides
within the city of New York, and his residence is known to the clai mant,
or (2) at his office or place of regular enploynment within the city of
New York if he does not reside therein or his residence within the city
of New York is not known to the claimant, or (3) where claimant is or
was a tenant or lessee of real property owned by the defendant and the
claimrelates to such tenancy or | ease and the notice of claimcannot be
sent under paragraph one or two of this subdivision, at any place in the
state where plaintiff may mail or otherw se deliver rent and at such
real property. |If, after the expiration of twenty-one days, such ordi-
nary first class mailing has not been returned as undeliverable, the
party conpl ai ned agai nst shall be presuned to have received notice of
such claim Such notice shall include a clear description of the proce-
dure for filing a counterclaim pursuant to subdivision (c) of this
secti on.

Such procedure shall further provide for an early hearing upon and
determ nation of such claim No filing fee, however, shall be denmanded
or received on snall clains of enployees who shall conply with § 1912
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(a) of this act which is hereby nade applicable, except
mai | i ng costs shall be paid.

t hat

necessary

8 9. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next

succeeding the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



