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STATE OF NEW YORK

3344

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 5, 2019

Introduced by Sen. RAMOS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Wnen's |ssues

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to professiona
certification of doulas

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by adding a new section
2509 to read as fol |l ows:

8 2509. Certified doulas. 1. Definitions. As used in this section

(a) "Certified doula"” neans an individual certified under this section
who provides certified doula services.

(b) "Certified doula services" neans continuous enotional and physical
support provided by a certified doula throughout |[abor and birth, and
intermttently during the prenatal and postpartum peri ods.

2. Use of title. Only a person certified under this section shall be
authorized to use the title "certified doula".

3. Requirenents for a professional certification. To qualify as a
certified doula, an applicant shall fulfill the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Application: file an application with the departnent.

(b) Education: satisfactorily:

(i) conplete an educational program in accordance with the conmi s-
sioner's reqgul ations; or

(ii) submit evidence of certification, the educational preparation for
which is determned by the departnent to be equivalent to the foregoing
fromany state or country, satisfactory to the departnent and in accord-
ance with the conm ssioner's regul ations.

(c) Examination: pass an exanination satisfactory to the depart nent
and in accordance with the conm ssioner's requl ations.

(d) Age: be at least eighteen years of age.

(e) Character: be of good noral character as deternined by the depart-
nent .
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(f) Fee: pay a fee of forty dollars to the departnent for adm ssion to

a departnment conducted exanmination for an initial license, a fee of
forty dollars for each re-exam nation, a fee of forty dollars for an
initial license for persons not requiring adnission to a departnent

conducted exami nation, and a fee of ten dollars for alinmted permt.

4. Limted permt:

(a) Alimted permt to practice certified doula services nmay be
granted for a period not to exceed twelve nonths to an individual who
has to the satisfaction of the departnent net all the requirenents of
subdi vision three of this section except passing the exanination.

(b) Alimted pernmt shall entitle the holder to practice doula
services only under the direct supervision of a certified doula.

§ 2. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
law. Effective inmediately, the conm ssioner of health shall nmake regu-
lations and take other actions reasonably necessary to inplenent this

act on such date.



