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Introduced by Sens. PARKER, ADDABBO, BAILEY, COWRI E, HOYLMAN, MONTGOM
ERY, SERRANO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
committed to the Cormittee on Veterans, Honeland Security and Mlitary
Affairs -- commttee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmitted to said committee

AN ACT to anmend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to creating a public
education initiative designed to elimnate stigma and m sinformation
about nental illness and substance use anong mlitary service nenbers;
and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration there-
of

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 7.09 of the nmental hygiene law is anended by addi ng
a new subdivision (1) to read as foll ows:

(1) Notwithstanding any general or special lawto the contrary, the
conm ssioner, in conjunction with the conmissioner of alcoholism and
substance abuse services and the director of the division of veterans
services shall develop a public education initiative designed to elini-

nate stigna and msinformation about nmental illness and substance use
anong service nmenbers, veterans, and their fanmlies, inprove their
under st andi ng of nental and substance use disorders and the existence of
effective t reat nent , and provide information regarding available

resources and how to access them These public education initiatives may
include the use of the internet, including the use of social networking
sites.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmedi ately and shall expire on June
30, 2022 when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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