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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 4, 2019

Introduced by Sen. MYRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Elections -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted

to said committee

AN ACT to anend the welection law, in relation to watchers during
el ection

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8-500 of the election |law, as amended by chapter 9
of the laws of 1978, subdivisions 1 and 3 as anended by chapter 373 of
the laws of 1978, and subdivision 4 as anended by chapter 254 of the
| aws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 8-500. Watchers; provision for. 1. At any general, special, town or
village election, any party commttee [e+«]. any |ndependent body whose
candi dates are upon the ballot, [ardat—anry—privary——election—any—two—or
nBFe—eand+daLes—and—any—pe#+¥+ea#—eenn¥%¥ee] and any political conmittee
supporting or opposing a ballot proposal mnmay have for each election
district three watchers at any one tine, not nore than one of whom nay
be within the guard rail at any one tine. Watchers shall be appoi nted by
the [ehai+rman] chair or other officer of any such party[-] comittee
[ep]L i ndependent body [e+—by—the—eandidates] or political comittee.

. At _any primary election, any party conmittee and any candi date on
the ball ot may have for each election district three watchers at any one
time, not nore than one of whommay be within the guard rail at any one
time. Watchers shall be appointed by the chair or other officer of any
such party conmittee or by any candi date.

3. Watchers nay be present at the polling place at least fifteen
m nutes before the unlocking and exam nation of any voting machi ne or
bal l ot box at the opening of the polls, until after the signing of the
i nspectors' returns and proclamati on of the result.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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[3-] 4. The appointnment of watchers for any election shall be by a
certificate in witing issued by the [&hairran—-or—secretary—of—the—poH—
Heal—party—or—independent—bedy—or—the—— candi-dates] appoi nting
authority. Such certificate shall be delivered to an inspector at the
election district.

[4-] 5. Each watcher nust be a qualified voter of the city or county
in which he or she is to serve. No person shall be appointed or act as a
wat cher who is a candidate for any public office to be voted for by the
voters of the election district in the sane election in which the watch-
er is to serve. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as
prohi biting any such candidate fromvisiting a polling place in such
district on an election day while the polls are open.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



