O©CoOO~NOUIA~AWNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

3057

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 1, 2019

Introduced by Sen. GAUGHRAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the volunteer firefighters' benefit Iaw and the volun-
teer anbulance workers' benefit law, in relation to the payment of
death benefits

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The volunteer firefighters' benefit Iawis anmended by
addi ng a new section 7-b to read as foll ows:

8 7-b. Paynent of death benefits. 1. Al death benefits payable under
section seven of this article shall be paid to the person or persons
entitled to such benefit within ninety days of the date such person or
persons files an application wth the workers' conpensation board to
receive such benefit, except if the enployer or insurance carrier files
a notice of controversy wth the chair of the workers' conpensation
board in accordance with section twenty-five of the workers' conpen-
sation law, provided that if there is a discrepancy in the claimfor
benefits that would prevent the claimfrom being processed within ninety
days., the workers' conpensation board shall provide witten notice to
the claimant within such ninety day period explaining the discrepancy
and why the claimcannot be processed within the ninety day period.

2. The workers' conpensation board shall conduct outreach services to
provide coordinated information to the person or persons entitled to a
death benefit payable under section seven of this article regarding
assistance available to help such person or persons with the death bene-
fit programls application procedures.

8§ 2. The vol unteer anbul ance workers' benefit |aw is anended by adding
a new section 7-b to read as foll ows:

8 7-b. Paynent of death benefits. 1. Al death benefits payabl e under
section seven of this article shall be paid to the person or persons
entitled to such benefit within ninety days of the date such person or
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persons files an application with the workers' conpensation board to

receive such benefit, except if the enployer or insurance carrier files

a notice of controversy with the chair of the workers' conpensation

board in accordance wth section twenty-five of the workers' conpen-

sation law, provided that if there is a discrepancy in the claim for

benefits that would prevent the claimfrom being processed within ninety
days, the workers' conpensation board shall provide witten notice to
the claimant within such ninety day period explaining the discrepancy
and why the claimcannot be processed within the ninety day period.

2. The workers' conpensation board shall conduct outreach services to
provide coordinated infornation to the person or persons entitled to a
death benefit payable under section seven of this article regarding
assistance available to help such person or persons with the death bene-
fit programls application procedures.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




