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STATE OF NEW YORK

2195

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 23, 2019

Introduced by Sen. BAILEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to creating regional
m nority and wonen- owned busi ness enterprise advocate

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 310 of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 24 to read as foll ows:

24. "Regional advocate" shall nmean the person appointed by the state-
wi de advocate to serve in the capacity of mnority and wonen- owned busi -
ness enterprise regional advocate.

8 2. Subdivision 2 of section 311-a of the executive |l aw, as added by
section 4 of part BB of chapter 59 of the |aws of 2006, is anended to
read as foll ows:

2. The advocate shall act as a liaison for mnority and wonen-owned
business enterprises (MABEsS) to assist themin obtaining technical,
manageri al, financial and other business assistance for certified busi-
nesses and applicants. The advocate shall investigate conplaints brought
by or on behalf of MABEs concerning certification delays and instances
of violations of |law by state agencies. The statew de advocate shal
assi st certified businesses and applicants in the certification process,
direct regional local advocates in developing educational outreach
prograns and create awareness of conpetitive grant prograns. O her
functions of the statew de advocate shall be directed by the comn ssion-
er. The advocate nmay request and the director may appoint staff and
enpl oyees of the division of mnority and wonen busi ness devel opnent to
support the adm nistration of the office of the statew de advocate.

8 3. The executive lawis amended by adding a new section 311-b to
read as foll ows:

§ 311-b. Mnority and wonen- owned business enterprise regional advo-
cates. 1. Regional advocate. There is hereby established within each of

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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the regional offices established pursuant to article eleven of the
econoni ¢ devel opnent |law an office of the nminority and wonen- owned busi -
ness enterprise reqgional advocate.

2. Powers and duties. The regional advocates shall

(a) provide technical. managerial, financial and other business
assistance to certified mnority and wonen busi nesses or applicants;

b) conduct outreach prograns for MABES on a bi-annual basis;
c) conduct educational seninars for state agencies on an annua
basi s; and

(d) shall be responsible for reporting the nunber and certification
applications received and processed by its region.

3. The regional advocate shall docunent reasons for any denials or
delays in the certification process. Regional advocates shall report to
the statew de advocate and director by Septenber thirtieth on an annua
basis of recommendations to the state certification process, outreach
efforts and conplaints received or resolved

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that the anendments to
article 15-A of the executive |aw made by this act shall not affect the
expiration of such article and shall expire therewth.




