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STATE OF NEW YORK

2097

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 22, 2019

Introduced by Sens. MAYER, BRESLI N, BROCKS, HOYLMAN, LIU -- read tw ce
and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee
on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law and the state finance law, in relation to
establishing a nmunicipal gun tip hotline and municipal gun tip hotline
fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The penal law is anended by adding a new section 400.15 to
read as foll ows:

8 400.15 Municipal gun tip hotline program

1. For purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Agency" neans the police force or departnent of any county, city,
town, or village or a county sheriff.

(b) "Municipal gun tip hotline programt neans any programin which a
fully functioning illegal firearm rifle, shotgun or amunition nmay be
reported or surrendered to an agency pursuant to this section.

(c) "Superintendent" neans the superintendent of the division of state
police.

(d) "Secretary" means the secretary of the departnent of state.

2. The municipal gun tip hotline programis hereby established. Agen-
cies may participate at their option as funds are allocated through the
nuni ci pal gun tip hotline fund established under section ninety-seven-cc
of the state finance | aw

3. The division of state police, in conjunction with the departnent of
state shall administer this programand pronulgate any rules and regu-
lations the superintendent deens necessary for the inplenentation of
this program Such rules may include:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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(a) guidelines for an agency participating in the program to coordi-
nate with community groups wthin its jurisdiction. Such guidelines
shall include, but not be linmted to:

(i) allowing individuals to anonynpusly report or turnin illegal
fully functioning guns and then collect a five hundred dollar reward;

(ii) all calls are anonynpus and no arrest or conviction is required
for the caller to receive the reward; and

(iii) individuals wth information about the |ocation of fully func-
tioning illegal guns or who wish to turn in such firearns shall nake two
phone calls to the anonynous tip hotline established by the agency.
During the initial phone conversation in which the caller provides

information about the illegal firearm the caller receives a confiden-
tial identification nunber and is instructed to call back at a |ater
date. During the second phone call, the caller uses the identification
nunber to check whether an illegal firearmwas recovered as a result of

the initial call and, if so, the caller is provided a second identifica-
tion nunber and instructed to conmmunicate with a specific bank to
collect the reward of five hundred dollars:;

(b) the manner in which an agency nay apply for funds to support a
nuni ci pal gun tip hotline programand the manner in which the funds wll
be allocated and distributed;

(c) quidelines for the safe storage and disposal of recovered
firearms, rifles, shotguns, or amunition in the possession of the
participating agency, return of any recovered stolen property to its
rightful owner as appropriate, and retention for evidence of any
firearm rifle, or shotgun deternined to have been used in a crine; and

(d) provisions for checking the serial nunber of every firearm rifle,
or shotgun obtained by such gun buyback program against the New York
Statewide Police Information Network records.

4. Any person participating in a municipal gun tip hotline program
pursuant to this section shall be inmmne fromcrimnal prosecution for
the crimnal offenses established by sections 265.01, 265.02, 265.03,
and 265.05 of this chapter, provided the person is, in good faith,
acting to surrender a firearmthrough the program

5. Any police agency shall be authorized to develop and inplenent its
own nunicipal gun tip hotline programprovided it is otherwi se pernitted
by law and conforns to the rules outlined in subdivision three of this
section.

8§ 2. The state finance |aw is anmended by adding a new section 97-cc to
read as foll ows:

8 97-cc. Minicipal qgun tip hotline fund. 1. There is hereby estab-
lished, in the joint custody of the superintendent of state police and
the secretary of state a fund to be known as the nmunicipal gun tip
hotline fund.

2. The superintendent and the secretary shall pronulgate rules and
regulations for the inplenentation and distribution of this fund to
assist municipalities in the municipal gun tip hotline program estab-
| i shed under section 400.15 of the penal law._Such rules and regul ations
shall authorize police agencies that develop and inplenent their own
pl ans pursuant to subdivision five of section 400.15 of the penal lawto
be eligible to participate in the municipal gun tip hotline fund,
provided the superintendent of state police authorizes participation in
the fund.

3. Funding may be allocated fromthe general fund or acquired through
donations from private businesses, charities and individuals or from

assets, seizures and forfeitures collected by the agencies.
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8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.



