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STATE OF NEW YORK

1762

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 16, 2019

Introduced by Sen. BROOKS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to school neal charge
policies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 57 to read as foll ows:

57. The conmissioner is authorized and directed to pronulgate rules
and requlations requiring all elenmentary and secondary schools and
boards of cooperative educational services to establish school neal
charge policies in order to ensure a consistent and transparent approach
is applied in instances of unpaid neal charges and the collection of
del i nquent debt. Such policies shall include, but not be limted to,
information for parents or persons in parental relation and rel evant
school staff on available neal options for students who have insuffi-
cient funds to purchase a neal at tine of service, how delinguent nea
charge debt is collected, and avail able paynent options. Wien devel opi ng
neal charge policies, schools and boards of cooperative educational
services shall ensure that such policies do not have a negative inpact
on children who do not have sufficient funds, and that the identifica-
tion of students with insufficient funds to pay for school neals is
mninmal . Such policies shall prohibit the use of alternate neals as an
option when students do not have sufficient funds to pay for a neal at
tinme of service. Such policies nust be provided in witing to al
students at the start of each school year, to students who transfer to
the school during the school year, and, at the discretion of the schoo
or board of cooperative educational services, throughout the schoo
year. Such policies shall also be posted on the school's internet
website, if one exists.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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