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STATE OF NEW YORK

1632

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 15, 2019

Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to prohibiting
the use of any device which affects the operation of a traffic-contro
si gnal

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
section 397-c to read as foll ows:

8 397-c. Interference with a traffic-control signal. 1. No person
shall operate any notor vehicle, except an authorized energency vehicle
or authorized public transportation vehicle, which he or she knows is
equi pped with a device capable of affecting the operation of any traff-
ic-control signal. The presence in a notor vehicle of such a device
connected to a power source and in an operable condition is presunptive
evidence of the operator's know edge of the device. Such presunption
shall be rebutted by any creditable evidence which tends to show that
the operator of the notor vehicle was not aware of the presence of such
device.

2. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any person using
such a device while engaged in the authorized mai ntenance or repair of a
traffic-control signal

3. A violation of subdivision one of this section shall constitute a
traffic infraction punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred
dollars nor nore than three hundred doll ars.

4, A violation of subdivision one of this section while using such a
device to affect the operation of a traffic-control signal shall consti-
tute a class A m sdeneanor.

5. Aviolation of subdivision one of this section while using such a
device to affect the operation of a traffic-control signal and such use

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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causes personal
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injury or death as a result of its effect on a traffic-

control signa

shall constitute a class E fel ony.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.

next succeed-



