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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 14, 2019

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to admssion to the
speci al i zed high schools in the city of New York

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 2590-h of the
education | aw, as anmended by chapter 345 of the |aws of 2009, is anended
to read as follows:

(b) all specialized [senior] high schools. The [speecial] specialized
hi gh school s shall include the [p+esent] schools known as[+]

The Bronx Hi gh School of Science, Stuyvesant High School, Brooklyn
Technical H gh School, Fiorello H LaCGuardia H gh School of Misic [anrd
the—Arts—intheborough—of—Mrhattan] & Art and Perfornming Arts, and
such [fwther] additional school s [whi-ch—+the—city—beard—ray—desighrate]
as may be designated by the chancellor fromtime to time. The [special]
specialized high schools shall be pernitted to nmaintain a discovery
programin accordance with the lawin effect on the date preceding the
effective date of this section; provided that the requirenent that a
student who is considered for the discovery programattend and pass a
preparatory program adm ni stered by the specialized high school, denon-
strating thereby his or her ability to successfully cope with the
speci alized high school program shall refer to a programthat can take
pl ace during the school year or the sumer; adnissions to the [spesiatk]
speci alized high schools shall be conducted in accordance with [thetaw
i i i ] section

twenty-five hundred ninety-h-1 of this article;

8§ 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 2590-h of the education
law, as anended by chapter 720 of the |laws of 1996, is anended to read
as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(b) all specialized [senior] high schools. The [speeial] specialized
hi gh school s shall include the [pr~esent] schools known as[ -]

The Bronx Hi gh School of Science, Stuyvesant Hi gh School, Brooklyn
Techni cal Hi gh School, Fiorello H LaCGuardia H gh School of Misic [anrd
the—Arts—n—the—borovgh—ef—Mnhattan] & Art and Perfornming Arts, and
such [ fwther] additional schools [Mh+eh—Lhe—e+%y—bea#d—nay—de€+@y%ﬁ4ﬂ

as may be designated by the chancellor fromtime to tinme. The [spesiat]
specialized high schools shall be permtted to mmintain a discovery

program in accordance with the lawin effect on the date preceding the
effective date of this section; provided that the requirenent that a
student who is considered for the discovery programattend and pass a
preparatory program adm ni stered by the specialized high school, denobn-
strating thereby his or her ability to successfully cope with the
specialized high school program shall refer to a programthat can take
pl ace during the school year or the summer; adm ssions to the [special]
speci alized high schools shall be conducted in accordance W th [t+hetaw
! } ] section

twenty-five hundred ninety-h-1 of this article;

8 3. The education |law is anended by addi ng a new section 2590-h-1 to
read as foll ows:

8 2590-h-1. Adnissions to the specialized high schools. 1. Adnm ssions
to the specialized high schools shall be conducted in accordance with
this section, provided that students may also be admitted to the
specialized high schools for the two thousand twenty--two thousand twen-
ty-one and the two thousand twenty-one--two thousand twenty-two school
years pursuant to the discovery programas set forth in section twenty-
five hundred ninety-h of this article.

2. For the adm ssions process conducted during the two thousand nine-
teen--two thousand twenty school year to determ ne adm ssions to the
specialized high schools for the two thousand twenty--two thousand twen-
ty-one school year, students who neet the criteria set forth in this
subdi vision shall be offered admission to the specialized high schools
in the follow ng order:

(a) students attending public schools |located in the city of New York
who are in the top three percent of their eighth grade class, as cal cu-
| ated based on nultiple neasures of student achi evenent pursuant to
subdi vision five of this section., and who achieve a conposite score
above or at the cut-off conposite score for the school such students
have comm tted thenselves to attend, pursuant to subdivision five of
this section, provided that such students shall also rank in the top
quarter of public school students in the eighth grade cityw de based on
such multiple measures of student achievenent. and provided further that
openi ngs shall be reserved for such students at each specialized high
school as set forth in subdivision seven of this section

(b) students in the city of New York who take a conpetitive, objective
and schol astic achi evenent exam nation in the eighth grade and achi eve a
score above or at the cut-off score for the openings that remain in the
school for which such students have taken the exanination; and

(c) students in the city of New York who take a conpetitive, objective
and scholastic exanination in the ninth grade and achi eve a score above
or at the cut-off score for the openings that renmain in the school for
whi ch such students have taken the exam nation.

3. For the adm ssions process conducted during the two thousand twen-
ty--two thousand twenty-one school year to determ ne adm ssions to the

specialized high schools for the two thousand twenty-one--two thousand
twenty-two school year, students who neet the criteria set forth in this
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subdi vi sion shall be offered admission to the specialized high schools
in the follow ng order:

(a) students attending public schools |located in the city of New York
who are in the top five percent of their eighth grade class, as cal cu-
| ated based on multiple nmeasures of student achi evenent pursuant to
subdi vision five of this section. and who achieve a conposite score
above or at the cut-off conposite score for the school such students
have committed thenselves to attend pursuant to subdivision five of this
section, provided that such students shall also rank in the top quarter
of public school students in the eighth grade cityw de based on such
nultiple neasures of student achi evenent, and provided further that
openi ngs shall be reserved for such students at each specialized high
school as set forth in subdivision seven of this section;

(b) students in the city of New York who take a conpetitive, objective
and schol asti c achi evenent examination in the eighth grade and achi eve a
score above or at the cut-off score for the openings that remain in the
school for which such students have taken the exanination; and

(c) students in the city of New York who take a conpetitive, objective
and scholastic exanination in the ninth grade and achi eve a score above
or at the cut-off score for the openings that renmain in the school for
whi ch such students have taken the exam nation.

4. For the adm ssions process conducted during the two thousand twen-
ty-one--two thousand twenty-two school year and subsequent school years
to determ ne admissions to the specialized high schools for the two
thousand twenty-two--two thousand twenty-three school year and subse-
quent school years, students who neet the criteria set forth in this
subdi vision shall be offered admission to the specialized high schools
in the follow ng order:

(a) students attending public schools located in the city of New York
who are in the top five to seven percent of their eighth grade class,
such percentage to be determned to allow openings to renain for adm s-
sion pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subdivision and as cal cul ated
based on nultiple neasures of student achievenent, determ ned as set
forth in subdivision five of this section, and who achi eve a conposite
score above or at the cut-off conposite score for the school such
students have conm tted thenselves to attend, determined as set forth in
subdivision five of this section, provided that such students shall also
rank in the top quarter of public school students in the eighth grade
citywi de based on such nmultiple neasures of student achi evenent, and
provided further that openings shall be reserved for such students at
each specialized high school as set forth in subdivision seven of this
section; and

(b) students in the city of New York who have a nininum grade point
average of 3.7, provided such students shall be adnmitted by a random
sel ection process for the openings that remain in each school.

5. The chancellor shall determne the multiple nmeasures of student
achi evenent as referenced in this section, and the weight of each such
neasure, provided that such neasures shall include academ c course
grades and standardi zed test scores. A description of such neasures and
the weight accorded to each shall be nmade publicly available, including
on the website of the city school district. A student who is eval uated
based on such neasures for the purposes of this subdivision shall be
assigned a conposite score based on such weighted neasures. Ofers of
adni ssion to the specialized high schools pursuant to paragraphs (a) of
subdi visions two through four of this section shall be determ ned by
arrangi ng the conposite scores of all students who are assigned such
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scores and who then conmit thenselves to attend a particular specialized
hi gh school in descending order fromthe highest score and counting down
to the cut-off conposite score, which shall be the conposite score of
the last student who receives an offer of admi ssion to such school based
on the nunber of openings available in such school pursuant to such

par agr aph.

6. Ofers of admission to the specialized high schools pursuant to
par agraphs (b) and (c¢) of subdivisions two and three of this section

shall be determined by arranging the scores of all the candi dates who
took the conpetitive, objective and scholastic exanination and who then
conmt thenselves to attend a particular specialized high school in
descending order fromthe highest score and counting down to the cut-off
score, which shall be the score of the |ast candidate who receives an
offer of adm ssion to such school based on the nunber of openings avail -
able in such school

7. The nunber of openings reserved at each specialized high school for
students who neet the criteria set forth in paragraphs (a) of subdivi -
sions two through four of this section shall be determined by nultiply-
ing: (a) the total nunber of ninth grade avail abl e openings at such
school; by (b) the nunber of students who neet the criteria set forth in
par agraphs (a) of subdivisions two through four of this section divided
by the aggregate nunber of ninth grade available openings in all the
speci alized high schoals.

8. Notwi thstanding any provision to the contrary, adnission to the
Fiorello H laGuardia H gh School of Miusic & Art and Performng Arts,
and other schools of the arts that nmay be established pursuant to
section twenty-five hundred ninety-h of this article, shall be deter-
mned by a student's denonstrated abilities in nusic or the arts as well
as such student's schol astic achi evenent.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect immediately; provided, however, that
t he amendnments to paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 2590-h of
the education |aw nade by section one of this act shall be subject to
the expiration and reversion of such section pursuant to subdivision 12
of section 17 of chapter 345 of the |aws of 2009, as anmended when upon
such date the provisions of section two of this act shall take effect.




