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STATE OF NEW YORK

1373

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 14, 2019

I ntroduced by Sens. RITCH E, GALLIVAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing
a next of kin registry for holders of drivers' licenses, |earners'
permts and non-driver identification cards and to authorize certain
medi cal providers to access such registry

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
section 215-a to read as foll ows:

8 215-a. Next of kin registry. 1. The commi ssioner shall establish and
operate, within the departnment, an automated, statewi de internet acces-

sible website to be known as the "next of kin reqgistry". Such reqgistry
shall be capable of storing energency contact infornation of the holders
of drivers' licenses, learners' pernits and non-driver identification

cards to be accessible by police officers, energency nedical services
and treating physicians pursuant to section six hundred seven of this
chapter. Any holder of a driver's license, learner's permt or non-dri-
ver identification card may voluntarily subnmit, via an internet website
established therefor, the nanes, addresses and tel ephone nunbers of two
enmergency contacts for inclusion in the next of kin registry.

2. In the inplenentation of the next of kin registry, the comn ssioner
shall establish a process whereby any holder of a driver's license,
learner's permt or non-driver identification card may electronically
sign into the departnent internet website using his or her license,
permt or card nunber. Thereafter, such holder nmay enter his or her
emergency contact infornmation for not nore than two energency contact
persons, or may revise or update previously entered energency contact
information.

3. Information in the next of kin registry shall be nade avail able
solely for the use of police officers, energency nedical services and
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treating physicians pursuant to section six hundred seven of this chap-
ter. The information in the next of kin registry shall be deened to be
confidential and shall not be subject to disclosure pursuant to article
six of the public officers |aw

4. For the purposes of this section, "energency contact” shall nean
any person, eighteen years of age or older., designated by the holder of
a driver's license, learner's permt or non-driver identification card
to be contacted by a police agency when such holder is rendered unable
to communi cate due to physical injury, death or incapacitation.

8 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anended by adding a new section
607 to read as foll ows:

8 607. Notification of energency contacts. When a notor vehicle acci-
dent or any other event results in physical injury, death or incapaci-
tation of any person. the police officer investigating such accident or
event shall attenpt to locate an energency contact of the injured person
from the next of Kkin registry established pursuant to section two
hundred fifteen-a of this chapter. A police officer shall, when practi-
cable, expeditiously notify an energency contact of each such injured
person and inform the energency contact of the hospital or other
|l ocation at which the injured person has been taken

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i mediate-
Iy, any actions necessary to inplenment the provisions of this act on its
effective date are authorized and directed to be conpleted on or before
such date.




