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STATE OF NEW YORK

1287

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 14, 2019

Introduced by Sens. G ANARI S, PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Civil Service and
Pensi ons

AN ACT to anend the civil service |law and the general construction |aw,
in relation to establishing a pilot program providing for a four-day
wor k week for state enpl oyees

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature finds and decl ares
that the current economic crisis necessitates rethinking the ways in
whi ch governnent services are provided. Finding nore efficient and
effective nmeans of service delivery can enable governnent agencies to
fulfill their mssions while reduci ng expenses. State and | ocal govern-
ments around the United States have begun to experinment wth four-day
schedules as a mnmeans of providing inproved service to the public at
| ower cost. Providing for a four-day work week for many state enployees
could result in multiple benefits, including fiscal savings, expanded
access to services for the public, reductions in energy demand, reduced
commut i ng costs and traffic congestion, and decreased |evels of
pollution resulting fromreductions in energy demand and vehicle mnmles
travel ed. Establishing a pilot programproviding for a four-day work
week will assist in dealing with the current economic crisis and enable
deci si onnakers to evaluate the long-termdesirability of a four-day work
week.

8§ 2. The civil service law is anmended by adding a new section 134-a to
read as foll ows:

§ 134-a. Four-day work week pilot program 1. Notw thstanding any

other provision of law, the governor shall establish a pilot program
providing for a nmandatory four-day work week for state enployees. Under
such program the work week for all state offices or units thereof

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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participating in the programshall be eight o'clock AM to six o'clock
P.M, Mnday through Thursday.

2. The governor shall determne the offices or other units in state
agencies that will participate in the pilot program In making such
deternminations, the governor shall eval uate:

(a) the extent to which such offices or units provide an essentia
public service, such as |law enforcenent or health care, that nust be
provi ded on a continuous basis;

(b) the extent to which a change to a four-day work week for a partic-
ular office or wunit may have adverse inpacts on revenues or public
services:;

(c) the ability of the state to benefit fromreduced energy expendi-
tures for | eased space; and

(d) such other matters as the governor nmay deem appropriate.

3. The pilot programshall provide nechanisns for the accommpdati on of
i ndi vidual enployees who can docunent that they would ot herw se experi -
ence substantial and wunavoidable hardships wunder the new schedule
adopted pursuant to this section. No enployee shall forfeit any renuner-
ation or benefit by virtue of the operation of the pilot program and
the governor shall be authorized and enpowered to vary the provisions of
any statute or requlation relating to vacation and |eave credits, by
executive order, to ensure that no such forfeiture occurs.

4, The governor shall initiate the pilot programnot nore than one
hundred twenty days after the effective date of this section. Such
program shall run for a period of not less than two years after initi-

ation. The departnent shall prepare and nmake public a baseline report
detailing the operating costs, including energy usage and the costs of
bui I di ng mai ntenance, attributable to affected offices and units of
state agencies prior to their participation in the pilot program Not
later than one hundred twenty days after the pilot program has been
operational for a full year, the departnent shall subnmt to the gover-
nor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assem
bly a report conparing such baseline costs to the energy and environ-
nental inpacts and building cost savings resulting fromthe pilot
program Such report shall also estimate the inpact of the pilot program
on other variables, including but not |linmted to conmuter mles trav-
eled, conmmuting costs, and public and enpl oyee satisfaction with the
progr am

5. Nothing in this section shall be deened to dimnish the rights,
privileges or renedies of any state enpl oyee pursuant to any agreenent
entered into pursuant to article fourteen of this chapter or any other
enpl oynent contract.

§ 3. Section 20 of the general construction |aw, as anmended by chapter
172 of the laws of 1988, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 20. Day, conputation. A nunmber of days specified as a period froma
certain day within which or after or before which an act is authorized
or required to be done neans such nunber of cal endar days exclusive of
t he cal endar day from which the reckoning is made. If such period is a
period of tw days, Saturday, Sunday or a public holiday nust be
excluded fromthe reckoning if it is an intervening day between the day
from which the reckoning is nade and the last day of the period. In
computing any specified period of tine froma specified event, the day
upon which the event happens is deened the day from which the reckoning
is made. The day from which any specified period of tinme is reckoned
shall be excluded in naking the reckoning. Whenever any paynent of
noney, performance of a condition or other action is authorized or
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required to be done within a period of tinme, and such period ends on a
Friday on which a state agency which is a necessary party to the
paynent ., perfornmance or action is not open by virtue of participating in
a four-day work week pilot program pursuant to section one hundred thir-
ty-four-a of the civil service law, such Friday nmay be deened a "public
holiday" for the purposes of tinme conputation.

8 4. This act shall take effect i mediately.




