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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 11, 2019

Introduced by Sen. RITCH E -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to nmaintaining school
libraries

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 274-a
to read as foll ows:

8 274-a. School libraries. 1. Notwi thstanding any other provision of
law to the contrary and subject to the provisions of subdivision twd of
this section, each school district shall maintain a school library in
each elenentary and secondary school in the district, and shall enploy a
certified school library nedia specialist for each such school library,
in accordance wth reqgulations prescribed by the commi ssioner, within
three vears of the effective date of this section.

2. The conmmi ssioner may, upon application by a school district, waive
the applicability of the provisions of subdivision one of this section
to such school district upon a deternmination by the conm ssioner that
the school district is wthin a designated shortage area for library
nedi a specialists or that such school district's needs are adequately
net through a witten sharing arrangenent with a public library and such
arrangenent provides for adequate library access.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted.
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