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STATE OF NEW YORK

1026-- A
Cal. No. 51
2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons
January 10, 2019
Introduced by Sens. RIVERA, KENNEDY, SANDERS -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Trans-
portation -- reported favorably fromsaid commttee, ordered to first

and second report, ordered to a third reading, amended and ordered
reprinted, retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic | aw and the executive law, in
relation to enabling veterans and reservists to receive benefit infor-
mat i on upon applying for or renewing a driver's |icense

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 494 of the vehicle and traffic law is amended by
addi ng a new subdivision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. The conmissioner, in consultation with the director of the division
of veterans' services, is directed to establish a process by which the
departnent shall refer driver's license and non-driver identification
card applicants requesting and obtaining a notation upon such |license or
non-driver identification card that he or she is a veteran of the United
States arned forces pursuant to subdivision three of section four
hundred ninety of this article or subdivision one of section five
hundred two of this chapter, upon his or her request, to the division of
veterans' services, consistent with the provisions of section three
hundred fifty-four-a of the executive law. Such process shall ensure a
space is provided for applicant to denonstrate his or her intent to
share his or her application information with the division of veterans
services, to enable the division of veterans' services to provide bene-
fits information to applicant. Such process shall also be exenpt from
subdi vision two of section eighty-seven of the public officers |aw

§ 2. Section 508 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. The conmissioner, in consultation with the director of the division
of veterans' services, is directed to establish a process by which the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
LBD00712- 05-9



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 1026--A 2

departnent shall refer driver's license and non-driver identification
card applicants requesting and obtaining a notation upon such license or
non-driver identification card that he or she is a veteran of the United
States armed forces pursuant to subdivision three of section four
hundred ninety of this chapter or subdivision one of section five
hundred two of this article, upon his or her request, to the division of
veterans' services, consistent wth the provisions of section three
hundred fifty-four-a of the executive law. _ Such process shall ensure a
space is provided for applicant to denonstrate his or her intent to
share his or her application information with the division of veterans
services, to enable the division of veterans' services to provide bene-
fits information to applicant. Such process shall also be exenpt from
subdi vi sion two of section eighty-seven of the public officers |aw

§ 3. Section 353 of the executive law is amended by adding a new
subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:

l-a. To establish, direct, and supervise a veterans' public engagenent
programunit to contact veterans and potential beneficiaries of veterans
benefits, with the goal of obtaining all the benefits a veteran or the
veteran's claimnt earned through their service to our country.

8 4. Section 354-a of the executive |aw, as anended by section 8 of
part AA of chapter 56 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

§ 354-a. Information on status of veterans receiving assistance.
Departnments, divisions, bureaus, boards, conmm ssions and agencies of the
state and political subdivisions thereof, which provide assistance,
treatnent, counseling, care, supervision or custody in service areas
i nvolving health, nental health, fam |y services, <crimnal justice or
enpl oynent, including but not limted to the office of alcoholismand
subst ance abuse services, office of nental health, office of probation
and correctional alternatives, office of children and fam |y services,
office of tenporary and disability assistance, departnent of health,
departnent of |labor, |ocal workforce investnent boards, office for
people with devel opnental disabilities, and departnment of corrections
and comunity supervision, shall request assisted persons to provide
information with regard to their veteran status and mlitary experi-
ences. Individuals identifying thenselves as veterans, including indi-
vi dual s requesting and obtaining a veterans notation on their driver's
license or non-driver identification card pursuant to sections four
hundred ninety and five hundred two of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
shall be advised that the division of veterans' services and | oca
veterans' service agenci es established pursuant to section three hundred
fifty-seven of this article provide assistance to veterans regarding
benefits under federal and state law. Information regarding veterans
status and mlitary service provided by assisted persons solely to
i mpl ement this section shall be disclosed to the New York state divisiaon
of veterans' services for use in such division's veterans' public
engagenent program established pursuant to section three hundred fifty-
three of this article and shall be protected as personal confidenti al
information under article six-A of the public officers |aw against
disclosure of confidential material, and wused only to assist in the
di agnosi s, treatnment, assessnment and handling of the veteran's problens
within the agency requesting such information and in referring the
veteran to the division of veterans' services for information and
assistance with regard to benefits and entitlenents under federal and
state | aw
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8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.



