Senate Resolution No. 9
BY: Senat or SEWARD

COMVENDI NG John D. Heller posthunously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
coormend the <caring concern and heroic acts of individuals who take
pronpt and appropriate action in energency situations, nobly risking
their owmn lives in an effort to preserve the Iife of another; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend John D. Hell er posthunously upon the occasion of his designation
as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited speci al
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, John D. Heller was born Septenber 22, 1980, in Oneonta, New
York, the son of John R and Gayle (Eggler) Heller; and

WHEREAS, A nenber of Oneonta H gh School, dass of 2000, John D.
Hel l er furthered his education by attending Herkinmer Comunity Coll ege;
and

WHEREAS, An area native and fornmer part-tinme firefighter with the
Oneonta Fire Department, John D. Heller was a Life Skills Supervisor at
Oneonta Job Corps Acadeny; he was well-1oved and respected by both his
co-wor kers and students; and

VWHEREAS, Responding wi thout hesitation, John D. Heller made the
ultimate sacrifice Saturday, Decenber 29, 2018, after safely evacuating
his fiancee and four nephews froma residential structure fire in the
City of Oneonta; and

WHEREAS, John D. Heller in his spontaneous and heroic act, has so
aptly denonstrated his character and conpassion for the welfare of
ot hers; personifying, by virtue of his action, the collective concern of
ordinary citizens across the community of New York State who voluntarily
respond wi thout thought of danger or reward when | oved ones are in need
of hel p; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his paternal grandparents, Abbie Heller and
John O Hel | er; mat er nal gr andf at her, George L. Eggler; and
father-in-law, Herb Roe, John D. Heller is survived by his fiancee and
soul mate, Anber Roe; his parents, John and Gayle Heller; brother and
sister-in-law, M chael and Erika Heller; four nephews, Donovan, WMaddox,



Macall and Raw ey Heller; maternal grandnother, Phyllis Eggler; aunts
and uncles, George A Eggler and Evando Macario, Sharon and difford
Costello, Gary Heller and Christine Eldred and Larry and Sally Heller;

and nother-in-law, Cyndy Doroski; as well as several cousins; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend John D. Hell er posthunously upon the occasion of his designation
as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
I ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of John D. Heller.



