Senate Resolution No. 828
BY: Senat or BOYLE

COMVEMORATI NG the 50th Anniversary of the charter
of the Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in Anerica,
Constantino Brum di Lodge No. 2211, and paying
tribute to this year's honorees

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body, in keeping
with its tinme-honored traditions, to recognize those individuals and
organi zati ons which foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of
cultural diversity which strengthens the fabric of the conmunities of
New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Charter of the Oder Sons &
Daughters of Italy in America, Constantino Brum di Lodge No. 2211, and
to pay tribute to this year's honorees; and

VWHEREAS, This auspicious occasion wll be celebrated at a @Gla
D nner Dance held at the Lodge on Saturday, April 6, 2019; and

WHEREAS, This vyear's honorees include: Steven Bellone, Suffolk
County Executive; Anthony Bianco, Past President, Lodge Director; Robert
J. Cava, Attorney, Lodge Orator; Lucy F. Codella, G and Lodge H storian;
Wl liam Lanont, Past President, Lodge Director; Robert J. Savino, Past
President, Suffolk County Poet Laureate 2015-2017; and Joseph A
Val | one, Lodge District Deputy; and

WHEREAS, The Order Sons of Italy in America was established in New
York Gty on June 22, 1905, by Vincenzo Sellaro, MD., and a small group
of other professionals; for over a century, the Oder Sons of Italy and
its many | ocal | odges have been of service to the Italian American
comunity throughout New York State and the Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Located on Route 231 in Deer Park, New York, the
Constantino Brum di Lodge No. 2211 is conprised of Italian Anerican nen
and wonmen who are proud of their heritage; its community activities show
a deep respect and regard for Italian heritage and culture, while
concentrating on the richness of life in Arerica; and

VWHEREAS, In 1968, arnmed with a strong conpulsion to further aid and
abet the causes of the Italian-Anerican, Mario Mesisco gathered sone
friends, including John and Mary De Francesco of the Enrico Fardella
Lodge of the Bronx, New York, for the sole purpose of establishing a
| odge within the franework of the Order of the Sons of Italy in Amrerica;
and

WHEREAS, After a great deal of research and discussion, the group
naned the |lodge after Constantino Brumidi, the "M chael angel o of the
US. Capitol"; the Grand Lodge approved the Charter on February 28,
1969, and Mario Mesisco was chosen to be Venerable; and



WHEREAS, The Constantino Brum di Lodge quickly becane very popul ar
and a building was needed to house its growing nenbership; during the

|late 1960s to the late 1970s, the Lodge net in notels, roons of various
organi zati ons, and cafeterias; and

WHEREAS, For the next several years, nmenbers used the buil di ng next
to the Mangano Funeral Home as its Lodge Headquarters; the nenbers then
rented and renovated a building on Brook Avenue, Deer Park, where they
hel d activities for four years; and

WHEREAS, Eventually the Constantino Brum di Lodge purchased property
on Deer Park Avenue and a building was constructed as a lasting tribute
to the men and wonen who performed wth courage, strength and
determ nation; and

WHEREAS, The Constantino Brum di Lodge becane a great place for its
menbers and neighbors to neet and socialize;, today, the Lodge hosts
nunerous activities such as Italian feasts, dances, and Bingo, Las
Vegas, and N ght at the Races ganes; and provi des schol arships for
menbers' children, health and wel fare prograns for nenbers, and a bl ood
bank for its community; and

WHEREAS, In addition, the Constantino Brumdi Lodge has nade
contributions to various worthy organizations including Boy Scouts and
Grl Scouts of America, St. Francis Hospital Heart Fund, North Babyl on
Schol arship Fund, Deer Park Fire Departnent, Deer Park Schol arshi p Fund,
Bi shop's Annual Appeal, Birth Defects, Ceary School for the Deaf,
Cooley's Anem a, Boy's Town of Italy, and Garibaldi's Meucci Miuseum as
wel | as Comm ssion for Social Justice; and

WHEREAS, One of the Lodge's greatest achievenents was to help
br ot her and veteran Tony Casanento fight for the nuch deserved
Congr essi onal Medal of Honor, an award he so richly deserved; after 35
years, he finally received the prestigious award on Septenber 12, 1980;
and

WHEREAS, Under the Ilumnous direction of President Carmne E.
Sol dano, the success of the Constantino Brum di Lodge No. 2211 is in
direct correlation to the efforts of its nenbers, whose involvenent is,
and always has been, characterized by an inpressive conmtnent, an
unbri dl ed ent husi asm and an unconprom sing standard of excellence in
all endeavors on behal f of the organization and the conmunity it serves;
and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be celebrated and recognized by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the charter of the Oder Sons &
Daughters of Italy in Anerica, Constantino Brum di Lodge No. 2211 of
Deer Park, New York, and to pay tribute to this year's honorees; and be



it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the aforenenti oned honorees, and Carmne E. Soldano,
President, Oder Sons & Daughters of Italy in Anerica, Constantino
Brum di Lodge No. 2211.



