Senate Resolution No. 682
BY: Senator JORDAN

COMVENDI NG Robert E. Barss posthunously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comend Robert E.
Bar ss post hunously upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate, to be presented at the Saratoga County Honor A
Deceased Veteran Cerenony on Tuesday, March 19, 2019; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Robert E. Barss was born on Decenber 20, 1922, at his hone
in Geenfield Center to Charles and Carrie Barss; one of eight children,
he graduated from Saratoga Springs H gh School; and

WHEREAS, Robert E. Barss entered into the United States Arny on
January 16, 1943; he served wth the 225th AAA Searchlight Battalion,
better known as the "Skylighters" as a Radio Operator; and

VWHEREAS, Just before January 1, 1944, Robert E. Barss arrived in
Engl and and becane part of the antiaircraft defense; in June of that
sane Yyear, the Skylighters |anded on Omha Beach and forned part of the
defense of Normandy; fromthere, they were attached to the 9th Air
Forces' 422nd and 425th Night Fighter Squadrons where they had a role in
downi ng over 36 eneny planes and V-1 Buzz bonbs; and

WHEREAS, The battalions 36 GE Searchlights were used to put up over
4,000 |ight canopies that saved countless planes, as well as saving
countless civilian lives by deflecting eneny planes by blinding them
with their lights; and

VWHEREAS, Follow ng the surrender of Japan, the Unit was di sbanded in
Decenber of 1945; Robert E. Barss was di scharged on Decenber 16, 1945,
with the rank of T-5, having served in Central Europe, Nornandy,
Nort hern France and Rhi nel and; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service during the World War |11, Robert
E. Barss was awarded the European-African-M ddl e Eastern Service Medal,
the Good Conduct Medal, and the WA I Victory Medal; and



VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service, Robert E.
Barss married the former Ruth Nowhitney on June 23, 1951, and together
t hey had seven children; and

WHEREAS, An avid outdoorsnman, Robert E. Barss |loved sharing his
skills and the love of nature with his children and grandchildren; for
many years, he served as a 4-H C ub Leader; and

WHEREAS, Robert E. Barss worked in manufacturing and retired from
the Cottrell Paper Conpany; he was also the caretaker of the North
MIlton Cenetery; and

WHEREAS, Robert E. Barss died on Septenber 24, 2015, at the age of
92; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nen and wonen served their country, and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their bel oved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
i n action; and

WHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at honme and abroad,
Robert E. Barss denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comend Rober t E. Barss posthunmously wupon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Robert E. Barss.



