Senat e Resol ution No. 560
BY: Senat or LANZA

COMVENDI NG the Richnmond County Anerican Legion
upon the occasion of cel ebrating t he 100t h
Anni versary of the Anerican Legion on March 15, 2019

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
patriotic organizations and individuals who devote thenselves to the
wel fare of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the Richnond County Anerican Legion upon the occasion of
cel ebrating the 100th Anniversary of the American Legion to be observed
at an event on Friday, March 15, 2019, at LiGeci's Staaten in Staten
| sl and, New York; and

WHEREAS, The Anerican Legion Centennial Celebration is not only
about honoring the past 100 years of its history, but also preparing to
continue its |egacy of service to veterans and their famlies; events
and activities at posts around the world wll showase the Anerican
Legion "Still Serving Anerica"; and

WHEREAS, On March 15, 1919, the Anerican Legion was founded in
Paris, France, by United States Wrld War | mlitary personnel who were
dedicated to four pillars of service and advocacy: veterans, mlitary
personnel, youth and patriotic values; nenbershipis open to mlitary
personnel and veterans who have served their nation on active duty
during wartine; and

VWHEREAS, Today, the Anmerican Legion consists of 55 departnents in
each of the 50 states as well as the District of Colunbia, France,
Mexi co, the Philippines and Puerto Rico; there are approximtely 13,000
| ocal posts worl dw de; and

VWHEREAS, The Anerican Legion's current national nenbership is

approximately two mllion, and conbined with the American Legion
Auxiliary and the Sons of The Anerican Legion, nenbership in the
Anerican Legion Fam |y exceeds three mllion; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the | ast century, the American Legion has been
instrumental in the creation of a nunber of major institutions of
Anerican society, such as the formation of the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs, <creation of the United States Fl ag Code, the passage of the G
Bill and nuch nore; and



VWHEREAS, On Novenber 10, 1919, 100 New Yorkers attended the first
Anerican Legion National Convention at the M nneapolis Convention

Center, making it one of the |argest delegations; at this tine, New York
State was conprised of 646 posts including New Brighton's Janes S.
Sl osson Post No. 53, Port Richnond' s Arthur Egbert Post No. 95, and
Stapl eton's Janes J. Tappen Post; and

WHEREAS, From 1919-1920, A Hunter Platt, a menber of Sl osson Post,
served as the Anmerican Legion of Richnond County's first County
Commander ; and

WHEREAS, Most of the Staten Island Anerican Legi on Posts are naned
after United States servicenen killed in action including: Cespino,
Russo, Beauvais, Hudson, Huttner, Pasqualini, Watkins, Kellett, C chon,
Kells, Gennie, Ganito, Smth, Dalessio, Tappen, Merrell and Sl osson;
and

WHEREAS, Janes S. Slosson Post is naned after Captain Janes S.
Sl osson who was killed in action on Septenber 27, 1918; Arthur Egbert
Post is nanmed after Seaman 2nd class Arthur S. Egbert who perished
aboard the USS President Lincoln when it was sunk on May 31, 1918, and
James J. Tappen Post is nanmed for Private First Cass Janes J. Tappen
who was killed near Binarville, France, on Septenber 28, 1918; and

WHEREAS, On January 2, 1946, an Anerican Legion Post charter was
I ssued to the Post No. 1368, naned after Medal of Honor recipient Joseph
F. Merrell, who single-handedly attacked German positions that were
firing on his unit; he disabled two eneny machi ne gun enplacenents and
killed nearly two dozen Gernman soldiers before he was hinself kill ed;
and

WHEREAS, Ri chnond County has held various positions in the Anmerican
Legi on Departnent of New York including Past Departnment Commanders Al do
Benedetto (1960-1961) and Frank Peters (2014-2015); Frank LaMarsh is a
candi date for Departnment Commander in 2020; and

WHEREAS, The present Anerican Legion of R chnond County | eadership
team consi sts of Commander Anthony DeNatale, Adjutant Frank LaMarsh,
Treasurer WIliam Magnuski, and Vice Commanders Steve Ayling, Pau
Dietrich, David Martin and Daniel Venezia who oversee the county
prograns, some of which include the H gh School Oratorical Contest, Boys
State, and the Interfaith Menorial honoring the Four Chaplains; and

VWHEREAS, Mbreover, the Legion sponsors various events which comend
the outstanding youth in the conmmunity, recognizes first responders,
visits veterans in nursing homes, and honoring those who have passed on;
this wvital organization also provides vital input to city, state and
national legislators on issues inpacting all veterans and their
famlies; and

WHEREAS, Most inportantly, the American Legion of R chnond County's
Posts continues to support veterans affairs and foster both patriotism
and Anericani sm and



VWHEREAS, Under the lumnous |eadership of Comuander Anthony
DeNat al e, the success of the Richnond County Anerican Legion is in
direct correlation to the efforts of its nenbers and vol unteers, whose
i nvol venent is, and always has been, characterized by an inpressive
commtnment, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconprom si ng standard of

excellence in all endeavors on behalf of the organization and the
comunity it serves; and

VWHEREAS, Today, the Anerican Legion continues its dedication to
fostering the traditions of patriotism excellence, and comm tnment which
have made our nation strong; it is the customof this Legislative Body
to recognize the significance of their contributions and to note their
wort hy endeavors whi ch have earned the recognition and applause of all
the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend the Richnond County Anerican Legion upon the occasion of
celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Anerican Legion on March 15,
2019; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Anthony DeNatale, Conmander, Ri chnond County Anerican
Legi on.



