Senate Resolution No. 3331
BY: Senat or STAVI SKY

CONGRATULATI NG Gene Russi anoff upon the occasion
of his retirenent after nore than four decades of
dedicated service to the New York Public Interest
G oup

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body seeks to acknow edge t hose
i ndi viduals whose professional lives and civic endeavors serve to
enhance the stature of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, |In the course of the evolving devel opnment of this Enpire
State, when the ingredients of shared concern and responsive endeavor
conbine in comitnment to conmunity, there energe anong the distingui shed
citizenry of the State of New York, <certain individuals who warrant
speci al recognition; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratul ate Gene
Russi anof f upon the occasion of his retirenment after nore than four
decades of dedicated service to the New York Public Interest G oup
(NYPIRG ; and

VWHEREAS, For the past 40 years, Gene Russianoff rendered faithful,
consci enti ous and val uabl e service to NYPIRG and

VWHEREAS, After growing up in the areas of Brighton Beach and
Sheepshead Bay, Gene Russi anoff graduated from Brooklyn College before
obtaining his degree at Harvard Law School in 1978; and

WHEREAS, Despite the lucrative career he could have enjoyed as a
graduate of Harvard Law School, Gene Russianoff has devoted nobre than
four decades to NYPIRG the Straphangers Canpai gn, and protecting the
public's interest; and

WHEREAS, As NYPI RG Senior Attorney and head of the Straphangers
Canpai gn, Gene Russianoff was a respected |eader and advocate who
i nspired and nentored hundreds of college students and NYPIRG staff; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his illustrious career, Gene Russianoff achieved
many things, including helping to reformthe structure of the governnent
of the City of New York through the creation of a voluntary system of
public financing which is now considered a nodel of reformacross the
nati on; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, he was instrunmental in the establishnment of an
| ndependent Budget O fice, a non-partisan, independent watchdog of the
City's finances, and a voter's guide to elections; and

WHEREAS, Cene Russianoff has been the proud recipient of nunerous
awar ds and accol ades, including the 1994 Public Service Achievenent
Award fromthe National Board of Conmon Cause and the 2010 Di stingui shed
Achi evenent Award fromthe Brooklyn College Alumi Association; he was



al so designated a Charles H Revson Fellow at Colunbia University in
1983; and

VWHEREAS, During his renowned tenure with the New York Public
Interest Goup (NYPIRG, Gene Russianoff truly earned the admration,
esteem and affection of his colleagues; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vidual s of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Gene Russianoff upon the occasion of his retirenment after
nore than four decades of dedicated service to the New York Public
Interest Goup, and to wsh himcontinued success in all his future
endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Gene Russianoff and the New York Public Interest G oup.



