Senate Resolution No. 3123
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

MOURNI NG the death of Ranbna Donatta Aviles,
devoted matriarch, distinguished citizen and bel oved
menber of her comrunity

WHEREAS, It is with profound intent that this Legislative Body is
noved to pay honmage to a woman of indomtable faith and dedi cati on whose
pur poseful |ife and acconplishments will forever stand as a paradi gm and
i nspiration for others; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to give acclaimto
i ndi vidual s of great character whose lives exenplify the highest ideals
of humanity; and

VWHEREAS, Ranpna Donatta Aviles of Buffal o, New York, passed away on
Tuesday, March 24, 2020, at the age of 96; and

WHEREAS, Ranpna Donatta Rodriguez was born on August 31, 1923, in
Anasco, Puerto Rico, where she attended school seasonally, up to the
third grade; after the unfortunate death of her nother during the G eat
Depressi on, she becane responsible for herself and was separated from
her six siblings; and

WHEREAS, As a young wonman on her own, Ranpna Donatta Rodri guez
supported herself by working as a servant and a maid; and

VWHEREAS, In the 1950s, Ranona Donatta Rodriguez noved to New York
Cty, and lived in a neighborhood with her fellow Puerto Ri cans; she
married her husband, Juan, and together, they settled in the Lower East
Si de of Manhattan; and

WHEREAS, Tragically, history seened to repeat itself as Ranobna
Donatta Aviles' beloved husband died at the young age of 40, and she was
left to raise her seven children; and

VWHEREAS, Ranmpona Donatta Aviles remained steadfast in her faith and
attended her local Pentecostal church daily; she hunbly encouraged
others to attend as well and would bring children of other famlies if
their parents were not able; and

WHEREAS, On Wednesday, August 28, 1963, Ranpna Donatta Aviles
proudly boarded a bus with her son and fell ow congregants and rode to
Washington D.C. in support of the March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom as she listened to Martin Luther King Jr. deliver his historic
"I Have a Dreani speech, she envisioned a better and safer world for
both her children and all those who felt the stigma of racism and

WHEREAS, In the m d-1990s, Ranpbna Donatta Aviles nobved to Buffalo
where she attended church and the senior center at H spanics United of
Buf falo; upon 1losing her eyesight, she lived independently in a



residence for the blind and di sabl ed; every Sunday, she enjoyed spendi ng
time with her cherished grandchildren as they listened to the church
sernmon on the radio; and

VWHEREAS, Through Ranpbna Donatta Aviles' good works, wsdom and
conpassi on, her sons and daughters have gone on to devote thenselves to
serving their community, making it a better place to live, work and
pl ay; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by her nother and her husband, Ranona Donatta
Aviles is survived by her seven children, 15 grandchildren, and 30
great-grandchildren, as well as nunerous friends who will |ong cherish
her menory; and

WHEREAS, Qur society is greatly benefited by the purposeful efforts
of individuals who unite for the cause of inproving the quality of life
for others, and who proactively work toward the goal of dignity for all;
and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Ranobna Donatta Aviles | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to al
she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Ranona Donat t a Avi | es, devot ed matri arch
di stinguished citizen and beloved nenber of her community; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Ranobna Donatta Avil es.



