Senat e Resol ution No. 3058
BY: Senator BRESLI N

COMVENDI NG James J. Connel |, Jr. posthunously upon

t he occasi on of his designation for special
recognition by Rensselaer County at its Honor a
Deceased Veteran Cerenony on May 11, 2020

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Janes J.
Connell, Jr. posthunmously upon the occasion of his designation for
speci al recognition by Rensselaer County at its Honor a Deceased Veteran
Cerenony to be cel ebrated on Monday, May 11, 2020; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Joseph Connell, Jr. was born to Alice (Merhige) and
Janes Joseph Connell, Sr. on October 28, 1951, in Al bany, New York;
after he and his famly noved to East G eenbush, New York, he graduated
from Colunmbia Hgh School in 1971; |later, he earned his degree in
journalismand phot ography from SUNY Morrisville in May of 1974; and

VWHEREAS, Janes J. Connell, Jr. enlisted in the United States Marines
on Cctober 3, 1971, and proudly served his country as a rifleman for six
years; and

VWHEREAS, For his neritorious service, Janes J. Connell, Jr. was
awar ded si x commendati ons for exenplary service; and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his active duty service, Janes J.
Connell, Jr. worked as a freelance photo journalist for nost of his
career, contributing to mnmany Capital District newspapers such as the
G ens Falls Post Star and the Ansterdam Recorder; during the m d-1980s,
he was the managing editor for the Al bany Col oni e Yankees' nonthly
publi cation; and

VWHEREAS, From 1981-2000, James J. Connell, Jr. worked as a photo
journalist with the New York State Air National Guard, retiring with the
rank of Staff Sergeant after 19 years of service; during this tine, he
al so worked for the New York State Division of Mlitary and Naval
Affairs for 15 years; and

VWHEREAS, Never one to sit idle, Janmes J. Connell, Jr. drove a school
bus for the Cty of Rensselaer for nore than three years, and nost
recently, he was a third base usher for the Philadelphia Phillies at
their spring training site in Cearwater, Florida; and

WHEREAS, As an extension of his mlitary career, Janes J. Connell,
Jr. was also a lifelong Gvil War enthusiast, historian, re-enactor with
the 125th C Conpany, and author of a book entitled A Lonely Battle
St ance; and



VWHEREAS, Janes J. Connell, Jr. also enjoyed watching and rooting for
the New York Yankees, and loved to spend tine with his wife of 45 years,

the fornmer Gail E. Harwood; his tw sons, Christopher (Shannon) and
James J. |1V (Felicia); tw daughters, Dena (lan) and Mchelle (Patrick);
and his 12 cherished grandchildren, Karlina, Cheyenne, Dam an, Savannah,
Breanna, Angelina, Alyssa, Kiley, divia, Logan, Abigail, and Casey; as
his children were growi ng up, Janes J. Connell, Jr. could often be found
coaching themon the baseball or softball dianond; and

WHEREAS, Janes J. Connell, Jr. died on July 23, 2019, at the age of
67; and

WHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Janmes J. Connell, Jr. denonstrated his |ove for his country and nerits
forevernore, the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Janes J. Connell, Jr. posthunously upon the occasion of his
designation for special recognition by Rensselaer County at its Honor a
Deceased Veteran Cerenpony on May 11, 2020; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of James J. Connell, Jr



