Senat e Resol ution No. 3047
BY: Senator JACKSON

URA NG the New York State Congressional del egation
to support H R 2404, lifting the trade enbargo on
Cuba, and end the Cuban travel ban

VWHEREAS, H. R 2404, The United States-Cuba Relations Nornalization
Act is meant to nornalize relations with the Republic of Cuba by lifting
the trade enbargo and renove restrictions on commerce and travel; and

VWHEREAS, Currently, the United States inposes a comercial,
econonm ¢, and financial enbargo agai nst Cuba; and

WHEREAS, On April 13, 2009, President Barack Obama eased the travel
ban, allowing Cuban-Anericans to travel feely to Cuba; on January 14,
2011, he further eased the ban, by allowng students and religious
m ssionaries to travel to Cuban if they neet certain restrictions; and

WHEREAS, On Decenber 17, 2014, to reestablish diplonmatic relations
and to | oosen travel an econom c policy, Cuba released Alan Goss, an
American prisoner, on humanitarian grounds and exchanged an unnaned
Anmerican spy for the three remaining nenbers for the Cuban Five; and

VWHEREAS, President Cbanma al so announced a review of Cuba's status
and asked Congress to renove the enbargo entirely; Cuba agreed to
release 53 political prisoners and to allow Red Cross and UN
human-ri ghts investigators access; on May 29, 2015, according to the U S
State Departnment, "Cuba's designation as a state sponsor of terrorism
was rescinded"; and

VWHEREAS, | n Septenber of 2016, Newsweek reported future President
Donal d Trunp's hotel conpany viol ated the enbargo, spending a m ni num of
$68,000 for its 1998 foray into Cuba w thout U S Governnent approval;
wi th his know edge, executives funneled the cash for the Cuba trip
through an Anerican consulting firmcalled Seven Arrows investnent and
Devel opnent Corp; and

VWHEREAS, Once the business consultants traveled to Cuba and incurred
t he expenses for the venture, Seven Arrows instructed senior officers
with Donald Trunp's conpany-then called Trunp Hotels & Casino Resorts,
how to nmake it appear legal by linking it after the fact to a charitable
effort; and

VWHEREAS, During the 2016 presidential race, then candidate Donald
Trunmp argued he woul d have done a better job negotiating the restoration
of relations with Cuban than President Barack Obama, but he said that he
essentially agreed with the new policy; and

VWHEREAS, Previously, Donald Trunp had tried to open hotels in Cuba
and did not seem opposed to dealing with the Cuban governnent; Donald
Trunp reversed course and prom sed that the state's conservative Cuban
exil e popul ation that he would overturn President Cbama's decisions; and



VWHEREAS, In June of 2019, President Trunp rescinded the GObama
adm nistration's recently enacted Cuban-Anmerican cultural trade and

travel freedons of 2016 by inposing new restrictions on Anericans
traveling to Cuba that no | onger permtted group educational or cultural
visits known as " people to people” trips unless they we booked before
June 5, 2019; and

WHEREAS, The new travel restrictions preclude major cruise ships,
private yachts or fishing vessels, as well as nmjor airlines from
stopping in Cuba unless individuals can prove they are traveling "under
t he support for Cuban people"” category and can present proof of an
itinerary wth nmneetings and visits wth |ocal business owners or
evi dence of participation in local activities that include staying in a
private honme rather than a hotel; and

WHEREAS, Wiile Travel restrictions for Cuban-Anericans visiting
relatives in Cuba remain unchanged and are limted to no nore than three
visits per year, tighter restrictions have been inposed on the nunber of
al lowabl e financial remttances to famly nmenbers, and are now capped at
$1000 per person every three nonths conpared to the unlimting
rem ttances all owed under the Cbama adm nistration; and

WHEREAS, A Cuban Foreign Mnister reposted that in recent nonths
Washi ngt on has escal at ed aggression by preventing international fuel
shipments to the Island, scaling down consul ar services, and attacking
nati onal prograns that support other devel oping countries; the bl ockade
has caused i ncal cul abl e humani tari an damages; and

WHEREAS, |In Novenber of 2019, a United Nations General Assenbly has
adopted a resolution calling for an end to economc conmmercial and
financial enbargo inposed by the United states agai nst Cuba; national
representatives said that the nearly six decades |ong bl ockade i nposed
on the Caribbean island by Washington inpeded its right to devel opnent
and its ability to participate fully in the global econony; they urged
the US to heed the Assenbly's repeated call to lift its restrictive
policies; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, the United Nations confirned the Cuban enbargo
IS opposed by a majority of the nations in the world as well as a
majority of the people in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, The United States can best support denocratic change and
human rights in Cuba through bi-lateral dialogue wth the Cuban
governnent and by pronoting trade and conmerce, travel, conmmunications,
and cultural, academ c, and scientific exchanges; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
urge the New York State Congressional delegation to support H R 2404,
lifting the trade enbargo on Cuba, and end the Cuban travel ban; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to the New York State Congressional del egation.



