Senat e Resol ution No. 3046
BY: Senat or GOUNARDES

LEGQ SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON nenori alizing Governor
Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim April 22, 2020, as
Envi ronnental Education Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to highlight days
of awareness which draw attention to inportant and beneficial causes,
and to pay tribute to those who have dedicated their time and energy to
making the State of New York a clean, beautiful, environnentally
friendly place to call home; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim April 22, 2020, as

Environnental Education Day in the State of New York, in conjunction
wi th National Environmental Education Wek; and

WHEREAS, Hosted by the National Environnental Education Foundation
(NEEF), National Environnental Education Week, which will be held Apri
20-24, 2020, is the United States' |argest celebration of environnental
education; and

WHEREAS, NEEF is the nation's |leading organization in lifelong
envi ronnental | earning, connecting people to know edge they use to
i nprove the quality of their lives and the health of the pl anet;
congressionally chartered in 1990, to conplenent the work of the United
States Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA), NEEF is a non-parti san,
non- advocacy organization working to make t he envi r onnent nor e
accessible, relatable, relevant, and connected to people's daily lives;
and

VWHEREAS, April 22, 2020, also marks the 50th Anniversary of Earth
Day, a day set aside to celebrate the beauty and bounty of our planet
and to revitalize the efforts required to protect, and nmaintain respect
for, the environnment and its resources; and

VWHEREAS, Responding to w despread environnental degradation, Gaylord

Nel son, a United States Senator from Wsconsin, called for an
environnmental teach-in, or Earth Day, to be held on April 22, 1970; that
year, over 20 mllion people across the country participated, including

an estimated one mllion people in New York City, the | argest gathering
in the Nation; and

VWHEREAS, The first Earth Day is credited with launching a wave of

action, including the passage of [|andmark environnental laws in the
United States such as the Clean Air, C ean Water and Endangered Species
Acts; in addition, the Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA) was

est abl i shed; and

WHEREAS, Today, Earth Day focuses on environnental education and is
celebrated each year on April 22nd in 175 countries by nore than 500



mllion people, making it the planet's |argest civic event; and

VWHEREAS, Environnental education enpowers students around the world
to solve the climate crisis and develop the skills, optimsmand resol ve
to | ead the environnental novenent of tonorrow, and

VWHEREAS, Environnental education also builds enotional and soci al
skills including self-esteem character devel opnent, team work,
| eadership skills and climate literacy by encouraging students to
research and think critically about conplex environnental issues; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, green schoolyards pronote physical health by
providing nany active and cooperative play options for children of
different abilities, ages and genders; outdoor learning my also
contribute to greater long-termretention of academ c material through
hands- on, experiential |earning; and

VWHEREAS, Environmental education prepares students for careers in
green and STEM industries, which are high in-demand, and pronotes civic
engagenment and environnmental awareness, fostering an ability to
participate in |Ilifelong environnental decision maki ng and stewardshi p;
and

WHEREAS, New York's diverse nountain ranges, |akes, streans, rivers,
forests, flora, and fauna are natural wonders that should be protected
from depl eti on and pol lution; and

VWHEREAS, It Is inperative that our continued push for new
devel opnment, investnent in new technol ogies, and increased demand for
our pl anet's nat ur al resour ces Is coupled wth sustainability

initiatives which encourage renewable energy, eco-friendly business
practices, the creation of new green jobs, and | ong-termthinking about
t he environmental inpact of new policies; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimApril 22, 2020, as
Envi ronnental Education Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New York, and the National Environnental Educati on Foundati on.



