Senate Resolution No. 301
BY: Senat or KAVANAGH

RECOGNI ZI NG January 30, 2019, as Student Press
Freedom Day

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
January 30, 2019, as Student Press Freedom Day; and

WHEREAS, On January 30th, the Student Press Law Center is holding a
national holiday; journalismstudents and advocates around the country
will be working on a variety of projects teach-ins, guest |ecturers and
other activities to educate the communities on the First Amendment and
student press freedons; and

VWHEREAS, New  Voi ces of New York, the high school student
organi zation in New York which advocates for student press freedons, 1is
a novenent to guarantee student journalists in the state the freedomto
report w thout fear of consequence; and

WHEREAS, Proclainmed in 1993 by the United Nations General Assenbly,
Wrld Press Freedom Day celebrates the field of journalism freedom of
speech, and newsroons the world over; observed annually, this day
recogni zes the work of journalists, weditors, and publishers who
sonetinmes risk their owm lives to ensure accurate coverage of news and
events; and

WHEREAS, The integrity of journalismis tied to the independence
journalists have to dedicate thenselves and their work to the Code of
Et hics as determ ned by the Society of Professional Journalists; and

WHEREAS, Journalism is a pillar of denocracy and a free press is
protected by the U S. Constitution, the responsibility and freedons
al | oned therein shoul d apply to student journalists guided by
educational institutions as well; and

WHEREAS, Student reporters are the next generation of journalists;
it is adifficult tinme for journalists as nedia across the country has
conme under attack; having nore control over what they publish wll
support journalistic integrity and independence which is needed in a
denocratic society; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze January 30, 2019, as Student Press Freedom Day; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Student Press Law Center, and New Voi ces of New York
chapters throughout the State of New York.



