Senate Resolution No. 299
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

MOURNI NG the death of Blondine Harvin, renowned
restaurateur, selfless hunmmnitarian and devot ed
menber of her comrunity

WHEREAS, Wthin every community of the State of New York there are
certain individuals who, by virtue of their commtnent and dedication,
command the respect and admration of their comunity for their
exenpl ary contributions and service on behalf of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to mourn publicly
t hose di sti ngui shed citizens who denonstrated great courage and
diligence in providing for the care and welfare of the citizens of their
comunities and this great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Wth feelings of deepest regret, this Legislative Body
records the passing of Blondine Harvin, who died on Wednesday, January
16, 2019, at the age of 80; and

WHEREAS, Bl ondi ne Harvin was born to the |ate Rochester and Sarah
(Anthony) Davis on August 9, 1938, in Buffalo, New York; after
graduating from Fosdi ck-Masten Park H gh School, she worked as a
secretary in the Jefferson Avenue offices of A&P;, and

VWHEREAS, Eventually, Blondine Harvin decided to take a chance and
purchased G gi's restaurant on the sane street; later, she relocated the
busi ness to 257 East Ferry Street, and renovated it in 2008; and

VWHEREAS, G gi's quickly becane known as the place to enjoy authentic
soul food; everyone from the honeless to the fanobus enjoyed her
delicious hone-cooked neals such as macaroni and cheese, sweet potato
pi e, snothered pork chops and peach cobbler; and

WHEREAS, A faithful congregant of True Bethel Baptist Church,
Bl ondine Harvin's door was always open to those who were in desperate
need of a hot neal, and she treated each and every one of her custoners
with kindness and respect; she was also very good to her enpl oyees;
during tough tinmes, she nmade sure each and every one of them was paid
bef ore she coll ected her check; and

WHEREAS, After a fire destroyed Ggi's in Novenber of 2015, it was
sel ected to occupy 3,900 square feet in the Northland Wrkforce Training
Center; unfortunately, Blondine Harvin passed away before she would see
her bel oved restaurant reopen; and

VWHEREAS, Blondine Harvin truly | ed by exanple, and in doing so, has
|l eft a lasting inpact on the Gty of Buffalo, the county of FErie, and
New York State as a whole; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by her parents; three sisters, Doris, Maxine



and Marilyn; and one brother, John, Blondine Harvin is survived by her
two sons, Darryl and Al fonzo; one brother, Rochester, Jr.; and four
grandchil dren, as well as several cousins, nieces and nephews, who wll
| ong cherish her nmenory; and

VWHEREAS, A wonman of great conpassion and determ nation, Bl ondine
Harvin's | egacy extends far beyond her acconplishnents as a successful
proprietor; her sincere concern for others; her integrity, unconditional
friendship and selfless notivation to give of herself, will |ong stand
as a beacon for those who would aspire to service in their comunity;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Blondine Harvin, renowed restaurateur, selfless
humanitarian and devoted nmnenber of her community, recognizing the
significance of her exenplary record of her service to the residents of
Buffalo; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the fam |y of Bl ondi ne Harvin.



