Senate Resolution No. 2974
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

COVMEMORATI NG the 175th Anniversary of Frederick
Dougl ass's visit to I rel and, and hi s many
contributions to the International community

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
i nportant events which remnd us of the rich and diverse heritage of our
great State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmenorate the
175t h Anni versary of Frederick Douglass's visit to Ireland, and his nany
contributions to the International community; and

WHEREAS, Black History Month is atinme to reflect on the struggl es
and victories of African Anericans throughout our country's history and
to recognize their nunmerous valuable contributions to the protection of
our denocratic society in times of war and in peace; and

WHEREAS, As a fitting observance of February each year Dbeing
procl ai ned as Black Hi story Month, we honor the life and contribution of
Frederick Douglass, freeman and adopted son of Eire, who was born on
February 14, 1818; and

VWHEREAS, Frederick Dougl ass was advised to flee the United States to
Britain and Ireland follow ng the Spring of 1845 release of his book
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an Anerican slave; and

WHEREAS, He had escaped his bondage in Maryland in 1837, and soon
found his way to the free soil of Massachusetts; two years later, by
then married and having started a famly, Frederick Douglass had
established hinself as a gifted orator on the abolitionist speaking
circuit; and

VWHEREAS, Under the sponsorship of WIlliamLloyd Garrison's Anerican
Anti - Sl avery Society, Frederick Douglass traveled the states of the
North, railing against hunan bondage and denanding that it be outl awed,
activities which sparked frequent threats against hinm and

WHEREAS, Frederick Douglass had developed an anazing influence,
especially anong anti-slavery advocates and becane the voice of his
fellow slaves still trapped in this ungodly institution; and

WHEREAS, Hi s capture or death woul d have been a catastrophe for the
anti-slavery canpai gn; no one else could bear such a powerful witness to
the evils of slavery as Frederick Dougl ass; and

VWHEREAS, The outstanding Bl ack figure of the 19th Century, Frederick
Dougl ass was a target for every slave catcher and racist slave owner; it
was no surprise his book's release was explosive and created huge
hostilities; and



WHEREAS, | n August of 1845, forner slave Frederick Dougl ass set sai
from Boston for a two-year |lecture tour of the British Isles, conmencing
with four nonths in Ireland, including a neeting with Irish nationali st

| eader Daniel O Connell, that would have a transformati ve effect on the
famous abolitionist's subsequent |ife and career; and

VWHEREAS, His extraordinary tour of the United Kingdomand Ireland
was arranged primarily to escape the increased threats of ki dnappi ng and
bodily harm brought on by the publication of hi s best-sel ling
aut obi ogr aphy; and

VWHEREAS, The United Ki ngdom was a sensi bl e enough destination for an
abolitionist canpaigner; in 1807, Parlianment had prohibited any British
i nvol venent in the slave trade and then, in 1833, outlawed the practice
itself in nost of the enpire's overseas col onies; and

VWHEREAS, Frederick Douglass found Dublin to be a welcom ng place
where he was no longer a piece of property but a rightful nman; at
27-years old, he had a striking appearance with broad shoul ders and
standi ng over six feet tall; and

WHEREAS, When he arrived at the hone of his Dublin publisher,
Frederick Douglass was nmet wth courtesy and deference befitting an
I nternational celebrity; and

VWHEREAS, Wiile in Ireland from 1845-1846, Frederick Douglass found

his own voice. "I can truly say," he wote honme as he conpleted his
travels there, "I have spent sone of the happiest nonents of ny life
si nce | andi ng in this country, | seem to have undergone a
transformation. | live a newlife."; and

VWHEREAS, After landing in Liverpool, Frederick Douglass and his
white traveling conpanion, fellow abolitionist James Buffum were to
ferry across the Irish Sea to Dublin; there they would conmence
Frederi ck Douglass's lecture tour; and

VWHEREAS, Wile in Ireland, he also woirked with R chard Wbb, a
Dublin printer, to publish a British Isles edition of Narrative of the
Life of Frederick Dougl ass, an American slave; and

WHEREAS, A highlight of his stay was neeting his hero, the Irish

nationalist, and abolitionist, Daniel O Connell; it was Douglass's brief
acquai ntance with Daniel O Connell - "Ireland' s truest son," just turned
70, who "had adventured his |ife for proper freedom - that opens his

mnd to the possibility of universal human rights; and

WHEREAS, The G eat Liberator, Daniel O Connell was unique in being
utterly against slavery; Frederick Douglass attended one of O Connell's
mass neetings and was transfixed by his speech; and

WHEREAS, At a rally in Dublin, Frederick Douglass was brought
onstage and introduced by the Geat Liberator hinself as "the black
O Connel I "; and



WHEREAS, As the tour progressed, Frederick Douglass antici pated,
correctly as it turned out, that newspaper coverage of his passage
through Ireland and Geat Britain would increase his stature as an
i nternational celebrity; and that publicity in foreign newspapers,
refracted by the US press, would exponentially increase his renown in
Anerica: "My words, feeble as they are when spoken at hone,"” he told an

audience in Cork, "will wax stronger in proportion to the distance | go
fromhone, as a |l ever gains power by its distance fromthe ful crunt; and

VWHEREAS, As Frederick Douglass toured Ireland, a potato crop failure
was shadowing the already inpoverished island, a ruined harvest that
woul d soon transnogrify into a catastrophe of unparalleled suffering,
ruin, death, and the diaspora; confronting that poverty, he, witing
hone, noted that he found "much here to remind nme of ny forner
condition"; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Dougl ass's tour consisted of extended stays, for
multiple lectures, in Dublin, Cork, Linerick and Belfast; he also nade
brief stops in Wexford and Waterford; and

WHEREAS, His book, as it happened, had been published two nonths
bef ore Frederick Douglass's British Isles tour; in Ireland, as planned,
he oversaw the publication of a British Isles edition of his book; and

VWHEREAS, Equal | y i mportant, t he tour accelerated Frederick
Dougl ass's transformation fromnore than a teller of his own Ilife-story
into a comentator on contenporary issues, a transition discouraged
during his early lecturing days by white colleagues at the Anerican
Anti - Sl avery Society; and

WHEREAS, After he returned to Anerica, Frederick Dougl ass resuned
his fight against Anerican slavery in the South and for full civil
rights for black people living in the North; and

VWHEREAS, In that latter effort, Irish-Arericans of the North's
cities often nunbered anong his staunchest opponents; in My of 1863,
speaking in Brooklyn, he observed, "I amtold that the Irish elenment in
this country is exceedingly strong, and that that elenment wll never
allow colored nen to stand upon an equal political footing with white
men. | ampointed to the terrible outrages commtted fromtine to tine
by Irishnmen upon negroes. The nobs at Detroit, Chicago, Ci ncinnati, and
New York are cited as proving the unconquerable aversion of the 1Irish
toward the colored race.”; and

VWHEREAS, Even so, to the end of his |life, Frederick Douglass fondly
remenbered his 1840s |ecture tour of Ireland and the wel com ng reception
he had been accorded; and though many Irish-Anmericans often opposed his
civil rights efforts, he also viewed the Irish, in both Ireland and
Anerica, as a persecuted people; he even saw parallels between their
plight and that of African Americans; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his career, Frederick Douglass often invoked
Dani el O Connell and his struggles on behalf of Ireland as a cautionary
tale for African Anmericans and, nore broadly, the United States; and



VWHEREAS, | n 1867, Frederick Douglass, in an Atlantic Monthly article
observed that "what O Connell said of the history of Ireland may with
greater truth be said of the negro's. It may be '"traced |like a wounded
man t hrough a crowd, by the blood."; and

VWHEREAS, Moreover, during his sojourn in Ireland, Frederick Dougl ass
had honed habits of independence, discretion, conpronise, self-reliance
and practical politics which served him over the comng decades;
eventually these behaviors enpowered him to play his career's nost

defining role on the stage of world history-providing counsel for and
assisting President Abraham Lincoln's elevation of the United States
mlitary's actions during the Anerican civil war from a canpaign to
preserve the Union to a noral cause devoted to vanqui shing American
sl avery; and

WHEREAS, Before |leaving Belfast and Ireland on January 1, 1846,
Frederick Douglass wote his inpressions of Ireland to WIliam LI oyd
Garrison: "My opportunities for learning the character and condition of

the people of this I|and have been very great. | have travel ed al npst
fromthe hill of '"Howth' to the Gant's Causeway and from the Gant's
Causeway to Cape Cear."; he eventually wote about his escape to

Ireland in his later literary works; and

VWHEREAS, Frederick Douglass died on February 20, 1895, in
Washi ngton, D.C.; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant to recall and honor individuals such as
Frederick Douglass, longtinme New York State resi dent, fittingly
recogni zing their valued contributions and publicly acknow edgi ng their
endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic humanity anong wus all; now,

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 175th Anniversary of Frederick Douglass's visit to
Ireland, and his many contributions to the International conmunity.



