Senat e Resol ution No. 2937
BY: Senat or SERRANO

COVMEMORATI NG the 125th Anniversary of the New
York Public Library (NYPL) on May 23, 2020

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge institutions that strive to provide |ifelong
| earni ng, advanced know edge, and cultural opportunities to benefit
their conmunities through increased educational resources wthin our
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comenorate the
125t h Anniversary of the New York Public Library (NYPL) of New York, New
York, on Saturday, May 23, 2020; and

VWHEREAS, The main branch of the library was dedicated in m dtown
Manhattan on 5th Avenue between 40th and 42nd Streets exactly 16 years
after the formation of the NYPL on May 23, 1911; and

WHEREAS, The nation's largest public library system the NYPL
consists of 88 wunique branches throughout nei ghborhoods in The Bronx,
Manhattan, and Staten Island, as well as four scholarly research
centers; and

VWHEREAS, The NYPL serves nore than 17 mllion patrons a year, and
mllions nore online; and

VWHEREAS, Through generations of curators, the NYPL has built an
organi zed collection of over 45 mllion itens which include rare books;
original manuscripts, photographs, prints, sound recordings, and filns;
videos related to nusic, theater, and dance; historical posters and
docunents; and other itens of cultural and historical significance; and

WHEREAS, The NYPL draws a pl ethora of acadenm c audi ences from across
t he gl obe such as students, educators, researchers, witers, and readers
who have the ability to draw fromthe legacy the |ibrary presents, as
well as growit; and

WHEREAS, The NYPL provides nore than access to free books; the
libraries are community hubs, which play pivotal roles in closing
digital divides, especially for mllions of New Yorkers who do not have
access to the internet at home; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition, the NYPL offers conprehensive job search
resources and English | anguage and literacy classes for New York City's
I mm grant conmunities; it also provides nore than 103,000 free prograns
annual ly to people of all ages; and

WHEREAS, The success enjoyed by the NYPL is in direct correlation to
the efforts of the many individuals who have supported the devel opnent
of the library over the years; and



VWHEREAS, Equally commendabl e are the NYPL's superbly-skilled staff,
whose involvenent is and has al ways been characterized by an inpressive
comm tnment, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconprom sing standard of

excellence in all of their efforts on behalf of the library and the
popul ation it serves; and

VWHEREAS, Steeped in a proud and distinguished history, the NYPL may
take just pride in its purposeful growmh, as it I|ooks forward to
continuing to serve the educational, cultural and intellectual needs of
the community; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 125th Anniversary of the New York Public Library (NYPL);
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the New York Public Library.



