Senate Resolution No. 2913
BY: Senator COWRI E

COVMENDI NG Bi shop Cal vin Rice upon the occasion of
hi s 15th Anniversary as Senior Pastor of New
Jerusal em Worship Center on April 18, 2020

VWHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and comunity life
in this noble Enpire State are nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfless devotion of those who commt their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to individuals who distinguish thenselves
and the mnistry through their unremtting conm tnent and preem nence of
service; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Bi shop
Calvin Rice upon the occasion of his 15th Anniversary as Senior Pastor
of New Jerusalem W rship Center to be celebrated at an event on
Saturday, April 18, 2020; and

VWHEREAS, Bishop Calvin Rice, a native of Union, South Carolina, was
educated in the Union County public school system where he graduated in
the | ast segregated class fromthe historic Sinms H gh School; he earned
his Bachelor of Science degree in Economcs fromthe Coll ege of Staten
I sl and and a Master's degree in Religion fromthe New York Theol ogical
Sem nary, and conpleted his graduate studies at the Postgraduate Center
for Mental Health of New York City in conjunction wth Hebrew Union
Sem nary; and

WHEREAS, He has also attended The Catawba Bi ble Coll ege of Rock
Hll, South Carolina, and the National Theol ogical Sem nary of
Baltinore, Maryland, and holds a certificate of study fromthe Hebrew
Uni versity, Jerusalem Israel; and

VWHEREAS, On July 14, 2004, Bishop Calvin Rice was overwhelmngly
el ected to succeed New Jerusal em Wrshi p Center Founder, Reverend Janes
C. Kelly, and began his pastorate on January 2, 2005; since his
installation, he has overseen the conpletion of construction and
renovati on of the Church's nmulti-mllion-dollar edifice; and

VWHEREAS, Under Bishop Calvin Rice's |um nous |eadership, t he
Church's nenbership has steadily grown, and as a result, it has
increased to two worship services on Sunday norning, instituted a
nonthly | eadership devel opnent training series, and expanded mnistries
which are coonmitted to addressing the i nmedi ate needs of the community;
and

WHEREAS, Bishop Calvin Rice also serves as the Protestant Chaplain
at the South Beach Psychiatric Center in Staten |Island, New York; and

VWHEREAS, This highly respected religious | eader has been actively



I nvol ved in many conmunity organizations including Staten |sland
Communities United (SICU), Baptist Mnisters Conference of Geater New
York and Vicinity, New York Urban League, Anerican Red Cross, College of

Staten |Island Advisory Board, American Baptist Churches of Metro New
York, the Black Leadership Conm ssion on AIDS, Boy Scouts of Anmerica,
Sisters of Charity Medical Center, Eastern Baptist Association, New York
State Progressive Baptist Convention, PNBC Eastern Region, and Mayor
Bl oonberg's New York Gty Econom c Devel opnent Task Force, as well as
Staten |Island Borough Presidents Anti-Bias Task Force; and

VWHEREAS, | n Septenber of 1999, Bishop Calvin Rice fornmed the Cenesis
Bible Institute, a school dedicated to the training of mnisters and |ay
people for effective work in mnistry, and hel ped organi ze and establish
two Li berian congregational churches; and

VWHEREAS, Mdreover, Bishop Calvin R ce published a booklet entitled
"This Is My Story,"™ wth excerpts and highlights of a wunique and
successful mnistry spanning 23 years along with sel ected sernons; and

WHEREAS, In 2007, Bishop Calvin Rice hel ped found Enpowered Queens
United in Action and Leadership (EQUAL), a citizen's power organization
made up of congregations in South East Queens, Sunnyside and Wodsi de;
and

VWHEREAS, Along with his many pastoral roles, Bishop Dr. Calvin Rice
is a teacher; he opened and currently serves as the Chief Executive
O ficer of the Rochdale Early Advantage Charter School (REACS), which
provi des an Early College Preparatory program for students from
ki ndergarten through grade five, and served as a professor of expository
preaching for two consecutive senesters at the New York School of
Divinity; and

WHEREAS, For his steadfast and wunremtting commitnment to his
comunity, Bishop Calvin Rice was the recipient of nunerous accol ades;
in 1997, he was inducted into the Staten Island Coll ege Hall of Fane and
a Staten Island Street was naned in his honor; and

WHEREAS, |In addition, Bishop Calvin R ce has received nearly 100
pl aques and certificates, and proclamations from many notabl e gover nnent
officials, and was recogni zed by the New York Association of Black and
Puerto Rican Legislators for Comunity and Econom c Devel opnent for his
work while | eading the FCBC, New York from 1985 until Decenber 2004; and

VWHEREAS, Bi shop Calvin Rice has been featured in nore than 30
newspaper and magazine articles and Oxford's Wwo's W Registry,
designated Staten Island co-Chairperson of President Bush's Faith Based
Initiative by Congressman Vito Fossella, and was presented with the
Living the Dream Award by ABC Television, and the 2012 Vernon M
Dougherty Distinction in Mnistry Award; and

VWHEREAS, Wth him throughout have been his wife and First Lady,
WIllie Mae Rice, who has shown himlove and support and rejoices in his
many achi evenents; and



VWHEREAS, Bishop Calvin Rice has brought to his mnistry an
overwhel mng spirit of charity and conpassion, acting from vision and
enlightenment in conducting his admnistrative and spiritual duties,
while always displaying the highest standards of per sonal and
professional integrity and dedication; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s di sti ngui shed man of God has always given
enl i ghtenment, gui dance and wi sdomto the many entrusted to his care and
has adm ni stered abundantly and wunstintingly to the spiritual and
corporal needs of all; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when a person
of such noble ains and acconplishnments is brought to our attention, it
is appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaim and comend that
i ndi vidual for the edification of others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Bi shop Calvin R ce upon the occasion of his 15th Anniversary as
Senior Pastor of New Jerusalem Wrship Center, noting his unremtting
and conpassionate faith and his exenplary service to God, nan, and his
comunity, and extending to himheartfelt best w shes for a future of
continued purposeful success and well-being; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Bishop Calvin Rice.



