Senat e Resol uti on No. 2745
BY: Senat or RAMOS

CELEBRATING the life and acconplishnents of Janes
E. Heath, gifted nusician, prolific conposer and
arranger, and influential educator

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
just tribute to those nusical geniuses whose conmmtnent and creative
talents contributed to the entertainnment and cultural enrichnment of
their conmmunity and the entire State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is noved this day to nenorialize the
pur poseful life and career of Janes E. Heath, a prominent figure in the
history of jazz music, who died in Loganville, Georgia, on Sunday,
January 19, 2020, at the age of 93; and

VWHEREAS, Janes FEdward Heath was born to clarinetist, Percy, and
singer, Arlethia Heath on Cctober 25, 1926, I n Phi | adel phi a,
Pennsylvania; followng in his parent's footsteps, he began playing the
al to saxophone at the young age of 14; and

VWHEREAS, Janes E. Heath soon becane a prom nent fixture in the jazz
circles of |ate 1940s Phil adel phia, and was nicknamed "Little Bird" for
his small stature and as a nod to his nentor, bebop pioneer Charlie
"Bird" Parker; and

VWHEREAS, During this tinme, Janes E. Heath taught hinself to read and
conpose nusic, and before long, he was creating nelodies for a 16-piece
band of his own; and

VWHEREAS, At the age of 22, Janes E. Heath noved to New York, and
reinvented his sound by switching to the tenor saxophone, thereby
produci ng a deeper, richer sound; and

WHEREAS, Just as his career began to flourish, James E. Heath went
through a period of great turnmoil in the m d-1950s; after overcom ng
much diversity, he married the former Mmna Brown, and together, the
coupl e noved to Corona, Queens; and

WHEREAS, Wth a renewed purpose, Janes E. Heath did sone freel ance
arranging work, released six albums on the Riverside label, and
eventual |y becane a staff arranger for the record conpany; and

WHEREAS, In 1964, Janes E. Heath took a departure fromrecording,
and becane a founding faculty nenber of Jazznobile, an organization
which presented concerts and classes to young people in Harlem New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, Ten years later, Janmes E. Heath and his brothers, Percy and
Al bert "Tootie" formed the Heath Brothers, and |ater, received a G amy
nom nation for its albumLive at the Public Theater; and



VWHEREAS, During the 1980s, Janmes E. Heath wote and conposed nusic,
devel oped a graduate programof jazz studies at Queens College, and

organi zed and | ed the annual Queens Jazz Orchestra Concert for 12 years;
and

WHEREAS, In later years, Janmes E. Heath wote, arranged and
performed as a soloist on Little Man, Big Band, and appeared on nore
t han 100 recordi ngs; and

VWHEREAS, In 2006, a docunentary about James E. Heath and his
brothers, "Brotherly Jazz," was released, and four years later, he
publ i shed hi s autobi ography, "I Walked Wth G ants"; and

WHEREAS, For his profound inpact in the progression of jazz nusic,
Janes E. Heath was the recipient of nunerous awards and accol ades
including the Lifetime Achievenent Award fromthe Jazz Foundati on of
Anerica; he also received an honorary doctorate in nusic from the
Julliard School of Misic, was nomnated for two additional G amy
awards, and was naned the 2003 Anerican Jazz Master by the Jazz
Foundati on of America; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his son, Jeffrey, and his brother, Percy,
James E. Heath is survived by his wwfe of alnbst 60 years, Mona; one
son, Janes Mune; one daughter, Roslyn Heath-Camorto; one brother
Al bert Heath; seven grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren; as
wel | as nunerous fans, fellow nusicians, and jazz | overs from across the
gl obe; and

VHEREAS, An inspiration to nmany, it is the intent of this
Legi sl ative Body to inscribe upon its records this loving tribute to the
menory of jazz nusic |egend Janmes E. Heath, that future generations may
know and appreciate his extraordinary and innovative career, and the
respect and esteemin which he was held; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the I|ife and acconplishnents of Janmes E. Heath, gifted
musi cian, prolific conposer and arranger, and influential educator; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of James E. Heath.



