Senat e Resol ution No. 2470
BY: Senat or JACOBS

COMVENDI NG The Honorabl e Sybil E. Kennedy upon the
occasi on of her retirement after 50 years of
di stingui shed service to the Towmn of G and |Island,
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those singular individuals who devote their purposefu
lives and careers to preserving the rights and protecting the wel fare of
the citizens of their community and the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comrend The
Honor abl e Sybil E. Kennedy upon the occasion of her retirenment after 50
years of distinguished service to the Town of Grand |Island, New York;
and

VWHEREAS, | n 1955, Sybil E. Kennedy noved to Buffal o, New York, where
she graduated fromBryant & Stratton Business Institute and attended the
University of Buffalo, MIllard Fillnore College; five years later, she
and her husband, Janes P. Kennedy, noved to Grand Island, New York; and

WHEREAS, Also in 1955, Sybil E. Kennedy began her |long and
di stingui shed career in |law working as a | egal assistant for attorneys
Francis "Bud" Pritchard and Edward W Kinney; throughout her 62-year
career, she worked with several judges and attorneys, including her
daughter; and

WHEREAS, In 1970, Sybil E. Kennedy was asked to help out for a few
weeks in the Grand Island Court and went on to hold the position of
Chief Cerk of the Court for over 30 years; in this capacity, she
travel ed around New York State teaching new y-el ected judges and court
clerks practices and procedures in town and village courts, was a nenber
of both the Local Court Advisory and the Judicial Agency Coordinating
Comm ttees, served as Conference Chairman, and was the town's first
Marriage Oficer; and

VWHEREAS, Realizing how inportant it was for clerks to be properly
trai ned, Sybil E. Kennedy and 10 ot her clerks founded the New York State
Associ ation of Magistrates Court O erks, which today, has a nenbership
of over 1,500 clerks; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2000, Sybil E. Kennedy was the first wonman to be el ected
Town Justice for Gand Island, the title fromwhich she officially
retired in 2019; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout her tenure, Judge Sybil E. Kennedy was conmtted
to hel ping those who struggled with addiction and victins of donestic
violence; she instituted a First Tinme Last Tinme problem sol ving program
in hope of early intervention, and was instrunental in formng donestic
violence progranms which are currently used throughout the State of New
Yor k; and



VWHEREAS, Moreover, Judge Sybil E. Kennedy was a vital nenber of the
Erie County and New York State Association of Mgistrates; and

WHEREAS, In addition to her work with the Grand |Island Court, Sybi
E. Kennedy has been involved with nunmerous other |ocal organizations
including the Guand Island Chanber of Commerce, St. Stephen's Church,
the Grand Island Zonta Club, the PTA, Grls Scouts, Junior Football, and
the Lions Club, as well as the |Independence Parade Committee; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s remarkabl e woman was also a Director of the Board of
Directors of Sponsors of the United States Navy, having christened a
m nesweeper, the USS Heroic, during Wrld War |1, which was built in a
shi pyard owned by her father and grandfather; and

WHEREAS, Devoted to both her profession and community, Justice Sybi
E. Kennedy was nanmed the 1978 Gand Island Citizen of the Year -
Governnent, the 1984 New York State Magistrates Association Court Cerk
of the Year, and the 2019 G and Island G tizen of the Year; and

WHEREAS, Wth her throughout have been her children, Deborah
Kennedy- Rogoza and Janmes P. Kennedy, and her five grandchildren, Randy,
Lauren, Kevin, Bridget and Jack, all of whomfeel privileged to be a
part of her life and rejoice in her achievenents; and

VWHEREAS, The quality and character of life in Erie comunity has
been ably served and uniquely enriched through the selfless dedication
and benevol ent concern of Justice Sybil E. Kennedy; and

VWHEREAS, |In her capacity as Grand Island Justice, Sybil E. Kennedy
served with |oyalty, honor and distinction, was governed by a keen sense
of duty and always showed a unique grasp of human problens in her
official acts; and

VWHEREAS, A singular asset to all of the <citizens she has served,
Judge Sybil E. Kennedy's life and career are a portrait of preem nence
in public service, and present a role nodel for all who aspire to a
career in public service; and

VWHEREAS, Judge Sybil E. Kennedy, in every capacity in which she
served, has |eft her permanent mark on the crimnal justice community
and will forever be renmenbered as a determ ned, innovative and genui nely
concerned expert in her field; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to

commend The Honorable Sybil E. Kennedy upon the occasion of her
retirenment after 50 years of distinguished service to the Town of G and
| sl and, New York, and to wi sh her well in all her future endeavors; and

be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Sybil E. Kennedy.



