Senate Resol ution No. 2451
BY: Senator LAVALLE

MOURNI NG t he deat h of Jeananne Dawson,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Jeananne Dawson, of Mastic, New York, died at the age of
71; and

WHEREAS, A true pillar of her comunity, Jeananne Dawson was a
40-year nenber and fornmer Vice President of the WIlliamFloyd Board of
Education; her wunwavering dedication, vision, and pride in her school
comunity has helped the district growinto the success that it has
becone today; and

VWHEREAS, Jeananne Dawson's involvenent in WIliam Floyd began in
1975, when she and her husband, R chard, and son Mark, settled in
Mastic, a small bucolic town on the south shore of Long Island; and

VWHEREAS, During her early vyears in the district, Jeananne Dawson
began actively attending school board neetings; often stating that a
system is only as good as the people involved in it, she decided she
needed to nmake a change; and

VWHEREAS, Jeananne Dawson applied for and was appointed a spot on the
Wl liam Fl oyd Board of Education in 1979; she was then elected and
subsequently re-elected by the community for 13 consecutive three-year
terns; and

VWHEREAS, During her tenure of superb | eadership, Jeananne Dawson was
instrunmental in creating and incorporating a grow ng sense of vision and
comunity, as well as the pursuit and attainnment of advances in
curricul um phil osophy and consistent growh in the academ c process; and

VWHEREAS, Furt her nore, she was influential in bringing the
award-wi nning NJROTC program to the district and helped initiate
state-of-the-art building projects which eventually led to the end of
split sessions and portable classroons; and

WHEREAS, |In addition to all these advancenents and acconplishnents
In the school district, the proudest nonents of Jeananne Dawson's tenure
were in the early 1980s when WIlIliam Floyd H gh School earned the
Newsday H gh School of the Year Award, and Moriches Elenentary School
earned the distinction of National School of Excellence; and

WHEREAS, Due to her long list of trenendous acconplishnments as a
menber of the WIlliam Floyd School Board, Jeananne Dawson was duly



honored in May 2019, by the Nassau-Suffol k School Boards Association for
her 40 years of dedicated and di stingui shed service to the WIIliam Fl oyd
School District students and community; and

VWHEREAS, Perhaps Jeananne Dawson's greatest |egacy is that of her
children and grandchil dren who have w tnessed her selfless dedication to
vol unteerismand | ove for her comunity throughout their lives; she is
survived by her husband, Richard; their son Mark (Lauren); daughter
Mchelle (Ricky); two grandchildren, Brody, Bella; and a step-grandson,
Devin; she is predeceased by her brother, Jim and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Jeananne Dawson | eaves behind a |egacy which wll [long
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Jeananne Dawson, distinguished citizen and devoted
menber of her comrunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the fam |y of Jeananne Dawson.



